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ANNUAL  REPORT 


Annual  Report  of  Trustees  for  Children. 


♦  ♦♦ 


Children’s  Institutions  Department, 

30  Tremont  Street, 

Boston,  February  1,  1908. 

Hon.  George  A.  Hibbard, 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Boston :  — 

Sir,- — In  accordance  with  chapter  3,  section  22  of  the 
Revised  Ordinances,  the  Trustees  for  Children  present  their 
Annual  Report  for  the  financial  year  ending  Jan.  31,  1908, 
this  being  the  eleventh  year  of  the  Children’s  Institutions 
Department,  and  the  fiftieth  year  of  the  Institutions  Depart¬ 
ment. 

The  members  of  the  Board  and  the  times  of  expiration 
of  their  appointments  are  as  follows :  — 


Charles  P.  Putnam,  Chairman 

May  1,  1911. 

Mrs.  G.  F.  H.  Murray,  Secretary  . 

“  1911. 

John  O’Hare . 

“  1908. 

Lee  M.  Friedman  .... 

“  1910. 

Hasket  Derby  .... 

“  1912. 

James  P.  Cleary  .... 

“  1909. 

Miss  Mary  Boyle  O’Reilly  . 

“  1909. 
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During  the  past  year  twenty-four  meetings  of  the  Trustees 
have  been  held.  The  standing  committees  are :  — 

Committee  on  Finance.  —  The  Chairman,  Mr.  O'Hare  and 
Mr.  Cleary. 

Committee  on  Schools.  —  Mr.  Friedman,  Mrs.  Murray,  and 
Miss  O'Reilly. 

Commitee  on  Placing-Out  Division.  —  Mrs.  Murray,  Dr. 
Derby,  and  Mr.  Friedman. 

Committee  on  Releases.  —  Mr.  O'Hare  and  Miss  O’Reilly. 

Committee  on  Legislation.  —  The  Chairman,  Mr.  Friedman, 
and  Mr.  Cleary. 

The  members  of  the  Board  all  serve  in  turn  on  the  Visit¬ 
ing  Committee  for  the  Parental  School  and  the  Suffolk  School 
for  Boys,  two  members  being  appointed  for  two  months  in 
succession.  They  also  visit  the  children  placed  out  in 
families  and  institutions  at  intervals. 

The  children  under  the  care  of  the  Board  are  classed  as 
follows :  — 

O)  Delinquent  children  at  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys 
(Rainsford  Island)  and  probationers  therefrom. 

Truants  at  the  Parental  School  (West  Roxbury)  and 
probationers  therefrom. 

(<?.)  Dependent  and  neglected  children  boarded  or  placed 
fiee  in  families  (usually  in  the  country),  beside  a  number  in 
the  care  of  schools  for  defectives,  or  other  hospitals  or  insti¬ 
tutions  not  under  the  management  of  the  Trustees,  where 
they  have  been  placed  for  training  or  hospital  treatment  at 
the  expense  of  this  Department. 

The  total  number  of  children  now  in  the  care  of  the 
Department  is  1,850,  or  29  more  than  at  the  beginnings  of 
the  year,  divided  as  follows :  — 
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In  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  .  .  .  145 

On  probation  from  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  236 
In  the  Parental  School  ....  240 

On  probation  from  the  Parental  School  .  320 

Dependent  children  .  .  .  .  .  731 

Neglected  children  .  .  .  .  .  178 


Total 


The  total  number  of  children  admitted  to  the  care  of  the 
Department  during  the  year  was  486,  divided  as  follows :  — 


Juvenile  offenders  . 

• 

• 

% 

• 

• 

125 

Truants 

• 

« 

• 

• 

• 

139 

Dependents  . 

« 

• 

• 

• 

« 

190 

Neglects 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

32 

Total 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

486 

The  total  number  of  children  discharged  from  the  Depart¬ 
ment  during  the  year  was  457,  divided  as  follows :  — 


From  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  . 

2 

44 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  probationers 

145 

(4 

the  Parental  School  .... 

16 

44 

Parental  School  probationers 

75 

44 

Dependent  and  neglected  children 

219 

Total  ....... 

457 

One  hundred  and  thirteen  boys  from  the  Suffolk  School 
for  Boys  and  206  from  the  Parental  School  were  released  on 
probation.  These  remain  in  charge  of  the  Department,  the 
boys  from  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  in  most  instances 
until  their  majority  is  attained,  and  the  boys  from  the 
Parental  School  until  they  reach  the  age  of  16  years  in  nearly 
all  cases.  Of  the  219  dependent  and  neglected  children  dis¬ 
charged  23  died,  of  whom  17  were  in  institutions  not 
directly  in  our  charge. 
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Financial  Statement. 

The  total  cost  of  the  Children’s  Institutions  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  was  $227, 784.42,  which,  divided  among 
the  whole  average  number  of  children  (1,854),  makes  an 
average  per  capita  expense  of  $122.86  for  the  year,  or  $2.36 
per  week* 

An  analysis  of  the  Placing-Out  and  Office  Division,  the 
Parental  School  and  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  is  given  in 
Tables  2b  to  2g,  inclusive. 

The  net  cost  of  the  Placing-Out  Division,  with  its  esti¬ 
mated  share  of  the  office  expenses  amounted  to  $117,643.24. 
This  includes  a  charge  of  $576.42  on  account  of  the  decrease 
in  the  inventory  of  clothing  on  hand  February  1,  1908,  from 
the  inventory  of  the  year  previous. 

Of  this,  $46,041.14  has  been  paid  for  the  board  of  children 
in  the  Baldwinsville  Hospital  for  Children,  the  Hospital  for 
Epileptics,  the  Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium,  Long  Island 
Hospital,  and  School  for  Feeble  Minded.  The  remainder, 
$71,602.10,  has  been  paid  for  an  average  of  411  children 
boarded  in  families  and  an  average  of  301  children  in  free 
homes.  Taking  together  all  children  boarded  or  placed  free 
in  families  (712),  we  find  the  average  per  capita  cost  for  the 
year  to  be  $100.56,  or  $1.93  per  week. 

The  total  net  cost  of  caring  for  the  juvenile  offenders  was 
$43,611.14,  of  which  $41,735.58  was  used  for  the  Suffolk 
School  for  Boys,  including  the  estimated  share  of  office  ex¬ 
penses  ($500),  making  an  average  per  capita  cost  for  each 
boy  actually  in  the  Institution  (141),  $295.99  for  the  year, 
or  $5.65  per  week. 

The  remainder,  $1,876.56,  represents  the  amount  expended 
on  the  visitation  of  boys  on  probation  in  their  own  homes 
and  homes  in  the  country,  and  the  clothing  furnished  by  the 
Placing-Out  and  Office  Division  to  some  of  these  boys  when 
going  to  the  country.  Taking  together  all  the  juvenile 
offenders,  both  in  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  and  on  proba¬ 
tion  (an  average  of  407),  the  average  cost  per  capita  for  the 
year  was  $106.89,  or  $2.05  per  week. 
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The  total  net  cost  of  caring  for  truants  committed  to  the 
Parental  School  was  #65,671.71,  of  which  #60,133.47  was 
used  for  the  Parental  School,  including  the  estimated  share 
of  office  expenses  (#550),  making  the  average  per  capita 
cost  for  each  child  in  the  Institution  (251)  #239.57  for  the 
year,  or  #4.60  per  week. 

The  remainder,  #5,538.24,  represents  the  amount  expended 
on  the  visitation  of  boys  on  probation  in  their  homes,  and 
homes  in  the  country,  and  the  clothing  furnished  by  the 
Placing-Out  Division  to  some  of  these  boys  when  going  to 
the  country,  and  board  paid  for  an  average  of  35  truants  on 
probation.  Taking  together  all  the  truants  (an  average  of 
545)  the  average  per  capita  cost  for  the  year  was  #120.49  or 
#2.31  per  week. 

One  thousand  three  hundred  eighty-eight  dollars  and  three 
cents  has  been  expended  for  repairs,  cost  of  installing  heating 
system,  and  furniture  for  the  new  Helen  Cheever  Cottage  for 
girls,  at  the  Parental  School. 
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SUFFOLK  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS. 

Trustees’  Report. 

This  School,  which  was  formerly  known  as  the  House  of 
Reformation  for  Juvenile  Offenders,  is  located  on  Rainsford 
Island  in  Boston  Harbor,  an  Island  of  eleven  acres.  Boys 
sent  here  are  committed  by  the  various  municipal  courts  and 
the  Juvenile  Court.  The  number  committed  by  each  court 
being  given  in  Table  6,  page  50. 

All  juvenile  offenders  are  now  committed  during  minority, 
but  the  Trustees  have  power  to  release  them  on  probation, 
and  to  again  return  them  to  the  School  if  they  do  not  con¬ 
form  to  the  terms  of  their  probation.  As  stated  by  the 
Superintendent  only  12  boys  who  had  been  placed  on  proba¬ 
tion  in  this  or  previous  years  had  their  permits  revoked 
during  1907,  or  5.09  percent  out  of  a  total  of  236  boys  out 
on  probation. 

In  order  that  the  time  of  release  of  any  boy  may  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  his  own  efforts  rather  than  political  or  other 
demoralizing  influences  a  system  of  merits  has  been  in  use 
for  many  years.  As  a  result  each  boy  knows  just  how  he 
stands  as  to  expectation  of  release.  The  observations  of  the 
Superintendent  (see  page  11)  calls  attention  to  the  effect  of 
certain  changes  in  the  merit  system  which  were  made  since 
the  last  report. 

The  new  Merit  System  is  as  follows :  — 

Merit  System  op  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  Boston. 

Adopted  April  1,  1906. 

Boys  in  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  shall  be  classified  into  four 
Grades,  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  of  which  A  shall  be  the  highest  or  Honor 
Grade,  B  the  Probationary  Grade,  C  the  Low  Grade,  and  D  the 
Special  Grade. 

At  his  commitment,  each  boy  shall  be  charged  with  240  Merits, 
and  shall  be  placed  in  Grade  B. 
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Each  boy  shall  be  credited  with  one  Merit  for  each  day  his  con¬ 
duct  is  satisfactory.  For  each  calendar  month  in  which  he  loses  no 
Merits,  he  shall  be  credited  with  ten  extra  Merits  as  a  premium. 

Boys  will  be  charged  with  such  number  of  demerits  as  the  Super¬ 
intendent  shall  decide  for  breaches  of  discipline  or  infractions  of  the 
rules  of  the  Institution. 

If  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  calendar  month,  or  any  subsequent 
month,  any  boy  in  Grade  B  shall  have  earned  not  less  than  one 
hundred  Merits,  he  shall  be  promoted  to  Grade  A. 

Boys  in  Grade  A  shall  be  considered  as  eligible  for  release  on 
probation  at  the  discretion  of  the  Trustees. 

Any  boy  in  Grades  A  or  B  who  shall  have  earned  all  of  his  Merits, 
and  any  boy  who  shall  have  maintained  his  standing  in  Grade  A  for 
two  months  consecutively,  by  earning  not  less  than  twenty  Merits 
each  month  shall  be  recommended  for  release  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent. 

Any  boy  who  fails  to  earn  any  Merits  in  any  month  shall  be 
reduced  to  Grade  C. 

Any  boy  reduced  from  Grade  A  to  grade  G  may  not  be  reinstated 
in  Grade  A  unless  subsequently  he  shall  have  spent  one  month  in 
Grade  B,  during  which  he  shall  have  earned  not  less  than  twenty 
Merits. 

Any  boy  may  be  reduced  summarily  to  Grade  C  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  for  any  serious  breach  of  the  peace  or  discipline  of  the 
Institution,  and  may  be  kept  there  for  such  time  as  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  shall  see  fit. 

Any  boy  who  shall  have  been  in  the  Institution  for  considerable 
time,  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  Superintendent  is  incapable  of 
earning  his  way  into  Grade  A,  shall  be  placed  in  Grade  D  to  be  dealt 
with  as  the  Trustees  shall  direct. 

Extra  Merits  may  be  awarded  for  special  excellence  in  conduct, 
work  or  studies,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent. 

The  privileges  or  restrictions  of  any  Grade  may  be  established  or 
withdrawn  from  time  to  time  by  the  Superintendent. 

Promotions  shall  be  made  on  the  third  of  each  month. 

The  word  “month”  where  it  occurs  in  the  above  shall  be  under¬ 
stood  to  mean  one  full  calendar  month. 


The  object  of  the  Trustees  and  of  the  officers  of  the  School 
is  to  teach  the  boys  not  only  to  behave  well  while  in  the 
Suffolk  School  but  to  train  them  to  become  good  citizens  in 
the  stress  of  an  often  unprotected  life  in  the  larger  world. 
This  is  tested  not  only  by  the  number  of  boys  allowed  to  go 
out  on  probation  but  also  by  their  success  in  staying  at  home 
and  in  taking  care  of  themselves  when  they  are  exposed  to 
ordinary  and  often  the  worse  than  ordinary  temptations  of  a 
great  city. 
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The  report  of  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  boys  on  probation 
(see  page  54)  shows  how  many  boys  are  in  their  homes,  how 
many  are  in  boarding  homes,  and  what  success  these  boys 
have  attained, in  their  efforts  to  do  well. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  great  variety  of  occupations  in 
which  the  boys  are  engaged.  (Table  14.) 

Boys  on  probation  who  are  of  the  school  age  are  expected 
to  go  to  school  regularly. 

In  the  Suffolk  School  where  a  general  tone  of  cheerful 
business  pervades  the  cottages,  the  boys  are  induced  to  live 
active  and  healthy  lives  by  regular  school  work,  which 
includes,  besides  literary  studies,  Sloyd,  Printing  and  Shoe¬ 
making,  by  work  of  many  kinds  in  the  house  and  in  the 
grounds  and  farm,  by  active  play  and  athletic  excercises,  and 
in  summer  by  swimming. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 


9 


ADDITIONAL  (MINORITY)  REPORT  ON  THE 

SUFFOLK  SCHOOL. 

The  Trustees  have  repeatedly  in  the  past  called  attention 
to  the  inadequacy  of  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys.  The 
buildings,  originally  erected  many  years  ago  for  other  pur¬ 
poses,  have  been  remodeled  as  far  as  possible  for  the  present 
purposes,  but  are  at  best  a  mere  make-shift.  Not  only  our 
Board  but  also  yearly  the  Committee  of  the  City  Government 
has  complained  of  these  buildings  as  unsuited  for  our  pur¬ 
poses,  and  have  repeatedly  gone  so  far  as  to  condemn  them 
as  unsafe. 

In  our  Report  for  1905  we  called  attention  to  the  inade¬ 
quacy  of  the  grounds  at  our  disposal.  In  the  Report  of  1905 
we  also  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  equipment  at  our 
command  was  resulting  in  producing  a  cost  to  the  city  of 
more  per  capita  for  the  care  of  our  boys  than  in  other  similar 
institutions.  We  are  frank  to  confess  that  while  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  the  School  has  much  to  justify  it  on  account  of  its 
convenience  to  the  city  and  the  possibility  of  keeping  boys 
in  touch  with  their  families  through  visits  from  parents  and 
others,  yet  the  time  has  come  when  the  undersigned  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  city  discontinue  the  maintenance  of  the 
Suffolk  School. 

Most  recent  and  advanced  ideas  on  the  care  of  juvenile 
delinquents  suggest  that  the  State  is  best  fitted  to  assume 
control  of  the  care  and  development  of  this  class  of  boys.  It 
is  an  antiquated  and  outgrown  system  that  divides  up  this 
responsibility  amongst  the  several  counties  and  cities.  To¬ 
day  the  Suffolk  School  is  the  last  survival  of  this  old  system 
in  Massachusetts.  In  the  Lyman  School  for  boys  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  has  an  admirably  equipped  establishment  fitted  to 
give  these  boys  a  better  training  and  more  adequate  accom¬ 
modations  than  the  Suffolk  School  can  hope  to  offer  with 
the  means  at  its  command. 
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Some  years  ago  this  question  was  seriously  considered  by 
the  Trustees.  The  force  of  the  present  suggestions  was 
clearly  recognized.  It  was  deemed  impossible  to  correct  the 
glaring  inadequacies  of  the  Suffolk  School.  We  sought  a 
solution  of  the  difficulty  by  the  establishment  of  a  new 
institution.  Accordingly  chapter  359  of  the  Acts  of  1901 
was  passed,  authorizing  the  City  of  Boston  to  borrow  and 
expend  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
for  the  establishment  of  a  proper  School  for  its  juvenile 
delinquents.  Six  years  have  passed  since  this  Act  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature  and  the  City  Government  of 
Boston  has  never  seen  a  time  when  it  felt  financially  able  to 
accept  its  provisions.  The  city’s  financial  condition  has  not 
improved,  and  it  is  likely  that  it  will  be  many  years  before  it 
will  be  able  seriously  to  consider  this  improvement.  In  the 
meantime  the  Boston  boys  committed  to  the  Suffolk  School 
are  receiving  less  manual  training  and  are  less  adequately 
housed  than  boys  committed  to  the  Lyman  School.  There¬ 
fore,  both  in  the  interest  of  the  community  at  large  and  of 
the  individual  boys  we  most  emphatically  recommend  that 
the  City  of  Boston  proceed  as  speedily  as  convenient  to 
discontinue  this  institution  and  provide  for  the  transfer  of 
the  boys  to  the  Lyman  School,  and  their  commitment  there 
hereafter.  To  follow  the  plan  here  suggested  would  be  in 
keeping  with  the  policy  of  the  present  administration  of  the 
city  of  reducing  all  fixed  charges  that  are  not  absolutely 
indispensable  to  the  community. 


CHARLES  P.  PUTNAM. 
LEE  M.  FRIEDMAN. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 
SUFFOLK  SCHOOL  FOR  BOYS. 


Boston,  February  1,  1908. 

To  the  Trustees  for  Children :  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the 
Suffolk  School  for  Boys  for  the  year  ending  January  31, 
1908. 

On  February  1,  1907,  there  were  120  boys  in  the  institu¬ 
tion,  committed  during  minority. 

During  the  year  127  boys  have  been  committed,  two  of 
whom  had  been  in  the  institution  before  and  were  out  on 
probation  at  the  time  of  their  arrest.  Twelve  boys  were 
returned  from  probation  by  the  Trustees.  This  made  a  total 
of  139  boys  admitted  to  the  institution  during  the  year. 

This  total  exceeds  by  thirteen  the  largest  number  committed 
to  the  School  during  any  year  in  the  past  ten  years,  — 126 
having  been  committed  in  1898,  —  and  exceeds  the  number 
committed  in  1906  by  55.  Although  the  number  committed 
was  very  much  larger  than  in  the  year  previous,  and  the 
number  released  and  discharged  was  slightly  less,  the  aver¬ 
age  daily  attendance  (142.38)  was  increased  by  four  only. 
This  may  be  accounted  for  by  a  comparison  of  the  average 
time  by  months  spent  in  the  institution  by  all  boys  released 
and  discharged,  the  average  time  during  the  past  year  being 
3.32  months  less  than  during  the  year  previous. 

This  result  may  be  attributed  to  the  workings  of  the  merit 
system  in  use  in  the  School  since  April  1,  1906.  While  this 
system  has  been  criticised  by  many  who  were  unfamiliar  with 
it  and  its  workings,  and  who  were  still  less  familiar  with  the 
needs  of  our  institution  and  work,  it  has  proved  to  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  boys  who  have  been  governed  under  it. 
Their  interest  in  their  situation  has  been  accentuated,  and, 
almost  without  exception,  it  has  been  a  greater  practical 
incentive  to  a  higher  development  than  any  method  we  have 
tried. 

The  minimum  time  in  which  a  boy  can  earn  his  release 
under  the  present  system  seemed  absurdly  short  at  first  when 
compared  with  the  minimum  of  time  required  elsewhere  under 
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other  methods  and  systems,  but  local  conditions  make  it 
appear  desirable  to  have  this  short  period,  and  our  experience 
thus  far  seems  to  vindicate  our  judgment.  The  work  of  the 
probation  officers  of  our  Placing-Out  Division  and  of  the 
Juvenile  Court,  in  conjunction  with  our  efforts,  has  been 
productive  of  this  happy  result,  and,  under  the  present  con¬ 
ditions  at  least,  we  see  no  need  for  a  change  in  the  system. 

The  greatest  attendance  was  162  in  August,  and  the  small¬ 
est  116  in  February.  There  are  now  in  the  institution  145 
boys,  all  committed  for  their  minority. 

The  needs  of  the  Suffolk  School  have  been  placed  before 
the  City  Government  year  after  year,  therefore  I  shall  con¬ 
fine  myself  to  saying  that  our  needs  do  not  grow  less  as  the 
years  pass.  The  buildings  and  equipment  have  always  been, 
and  will  always  be,  inadequate  for  work  of  this  kind. 

The  water  supply  is  wholly  inadequate  and  barely  suffices 
for  the  most  urgent  domestic  needs.  This  condition  should 
be  remedied  at  once  as  we  suffer  great  inconvenience  from 
the  present  state  of  affairs. 

The  necessary  repairs  have  been  made  and  the  exterior  of 
all  the  smaller  buildings  painted.  A  new  set  of  scales  for 
weighing  coal  has  been  installed  at  the  wharf. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has  been  continued  under  the 
direction  of  the  Principal  and  four  assistants.  The  methods 
employed,  grade,  curriculum,  etc.,  are  similar  to  those  of  the 
Boston  Public  Schools,  and  pupils  generally  experience  little 
difficulty  in  being  transferred  from  the  one  to  the  other  upon 
their  commitment  or  release  from  this  institution. 

The  Sloyd  Classes  have  been  continued  as  usual,  each  class 
receiving  instruction  during  two  periods  a  week  throughout 
the  year.  During  the  summer  months  a  summer  school  was 
in  session.  The  evenings  have  been  occupied  with  special 
work  for  backward  pupils,  letter-writing  to  parents,  reading, 
amusements,  entertainments,  etc. 

The  Classes  in  Shoemaking,  numbering  about  twenty,  and 
in  Printing,  numbering  about  fifteen,  have  been  conducted  as 
usual.  Nearly  all  of  the  shoes  used  in  the  different  divisions 
of  the  Children’s  Institutions  Department,  and  some  for  other 
institutions,  have  been  made  here.  An  appreciable  quantity 
and  great  variety  of  printing  is  turned  out.  These  classes 
are  always  interesting  and  practically  instructive,  and  the 
boys  derive  great  benefit  from  their  connection  with  them. 

In  the  Sewing  room  a  class  of  fifteen  boys  has  received 
instruction  during  the  year.  By  its  industry  this  class  has 
made  2,089  garments  and  pieces,  and  repaired  13,631  gar¬ 
ments  and  pieces  and  6,890  pairs  of  stockings. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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The  health  of  the  boys  has  been  generally  good.  The 
reports  of  the  resident  physician.  Dr.  Charles  A.  Rabethge, 
the  dentist,  Dr.  Evan  P.  W entworth,  and  the  ophthalmologist, 
Dr.  Robert  G.  Loring,  which  are  appended  to  this  report  will 
furnish  details. 

The  usual  classes  in  gymnastics  and  athletics  have  been 
conducted  by  the  physical  director,  Dr.  Rabethge,  and  in 
summer,  daily  swimming  baths  in  the  ocean  were  enjoyed  by 
the  boys.  The  usual  holidays  have  been  observed  with 
appropriate  exercises,  and  athletic  and  other  amusements  and 
entertainments. 

Religious  services  have  been  conducted  each  Sunday  in  the 
Chapel  by  Rev.  Matthew  McDonald,  S.J.,  who  has  also  visited 
the  Catholic  boys  regularly  to  hear  confessions  and  give 
advice.  The  Sabbath  School  has  been  continued.  Services 
for  the  Protestant  boys  were  in  charge  of  students  from  the 
Harvard  Divinity  School  until  June,  since  when  they  have 
been  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Lillie  A.  Cobb,  of  Newton 
Highlands.  Messrs.  David  Wyman  and  Albert  A.  Borofsky 
have  conducted  the  service  for  the  Jewish  boys.  To  these 
and  others  who  have  assisted  in  many  ways,  I  wish  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  their  interest  and  generous  efforts  in 
behalf  of  the  boys. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  my 
assistants  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  their  hearty  co-oper¬ 
ation  and  generous  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Sumner  D.  Seavey, 

Superintendent. 


MEDICAL  REPORT. 


Boston,  February  1,  1908. 

Sumner  D.  Seavey,  Superintendent:  — 

All  boys  entering  the  institution  have  been  examined  on 
admission  to  determine  the  absence  of  contagious  diseases, 
and  a  record  has  also  been  kept  of  the  chief  physical  char¬ 
acteristics  of  each  boy. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  cases  treated  during  the  past 
fiscal  year :  — 
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Abscess  . 

15 

Hernia 

.  4 

Acne 

6 

Herpes  . 

.  12 

Anaemia  . 

4 

Hemorrhoids  . 

3 

Balanitis  . 

2 

Hordeolum 

.  8 

Bilious 

7 

Impetigo  Contagiosa 

.  10 

Boils 

60 

Indigestion 

.  12 

Bronchitis 

10 

Lumbago 

3 

Bruise 

20 

Mumps  . 

1 

Blepharitis 

1 

Neuralgia 

.  3 

Burns 

14 

Opthalmia 

4 

Catarrh  . 

8 

Otitis  Media  . 

.  12 

Cellulitis  . 

3 

Palmer  Abscess 

1 

Cholera  Morbus 

4 

Punctured  wound 

.  10 

Conjunctivitis  . 

14 

Pharyngitis 

.  12 

Contusion 

12 

Rheumatism 

6 

Cold 

15 

Scalp  wound  . 

6 

Colic 

14 

Sciatica  . 

2 

Constipation 

20 

Scabies  . 

3 

Cut 

40 

Scalds 

6 

Dermatitis 

2 

Septic  wounds 

.  6 

Diphtheria 

1 

Sprains  . 

.  20 

Diarrhoea 

•  . 

20 

Teeth  extracted 

6 

Dislocation 

1 

Tonsilitis 

.  40 

Eczema  . 

27 

Trachoma 

9 

Enuresis  . 

14 

Tinea  Circinata 

.  4 

Febricula 

6 

Tuberculosis 

1 

Fracture  . 

1 

Ulcers 

.  20 

Gonorrhoea 

1 

Urticaria 

.  7 

Grippe  . 

• 

2 

Three  surgical  cases  and  one  medical  case  were  sent  to 
Long  Island  Hospital  for  treatment,  and  one  case  of  Diph¬ 
theria  was  sent  to  the  South  Department,  City  Hospital. 

Respectfully, 

C.  A.  Rabethge,  M.D. 


DENTAL  REPORT. 

♦ 


Boston,  February  1,  1908. 

Mr.  Sumner  D.  Seayey, 

Superintendent  Suffolk  School  for  Boys:  — 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  dental  service  rendered  the  boys  at 
your  infirmary  the  past  year  may  be  classed  as  follows :  — 


Children’s 

Institutions  Department. 

15 

Gutta  percha  fillings 

.  36 

Permanent  teeth  extracted, 

61 

Amalgam  fillings 

.  9b 

Temporary  teeth  extracted, 

49 

Pulps  capped  . 

.  16 

Roots  extracted 

29 

Treating  roots  and  fillin 

g  •  2 

Scaling  .... 

15 

Alveolar  Abscess 

.  14 

Respectfully, 

Evan  P.  Wentworth,  D.M.D. 


OCULIST’S  REPORT. 


Boston,  February  12,  1908. 

Mr.  Sumner  D.  Seavey, 

Superintendent  Su  ffolk  School  for  Boys :  — 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  report  on  my  work  for  the  School  for 
the  past  year  is  as  follows :  — 

I  made  two  visits  during  the  past  year,  examining  such 
boys  who  had  been  selected  by  the  teachers  and  others 
as  evidently  having  trouble  in  doing  their  school  or  shop 
work,  or  giving  in  any  way  complaint  about  their  eyes.  At 
each  visit  about  twenty-five  boys  were  presented.  These 
were  examined  by  me  as  to  their  vision  and  refraction,  and 
a  large  majority  found  to  have  defective  eyes  of  the  usual 
forms,  viz. :  far-sightedness,  near-sightedness  and  astigma¬ 
tism  —  many  in  a  marked  degree.  Many  had  defective  vision 
from  previous  inflammation  of  the  eyes  for  which  nothing 
could  be  done.  For  the  majority,  however,  correcting  glasses 
were  ordered  with  satisfactory  results  as  reported  by  the 
teachers.  In  general  I  found  the  condition  of  the  boy’s  eyes 
excellent  as  regards  the  presence  of  eye  diseases  frequently 
found  in  institutions  due  to  unsanatory  conditions  or  poor 
hygiene.  There  was  little  conjunctivitis,  follicular  catarrh, 
and  no  trachoma. 

Yours  truly, 

.  Robert  G.  Loring. 

117  Beacon  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 
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PARENTAL  SCHOOL  — (THE  TRUANT  SCHOOL 
OF  THE  CITY  OF  BOSTON). 


Trustees’  Report. 

The  Parental  School,  a  School  for  Truant  Boys,  is  in  West 
Roxbury,  located  on  a  35-a£re  lot  beside  the  Charles  River. 
The  Helen  Cheever  Cottage  for  Girls  stands  on  a  hill-top 
about  a  mile  distant,  but  under  the  same  management. 

Under  present  laws  a  truant  child  may  be  sent  to  the 
School  for  a  definite  period  or  for  the  term  of  the  school  age, 
which  is  sixteen  years.  Most  of  the  children  are  sent  for 
the  latter  term,  but  the  Trustees  of  the  Children’s  Institu¬ 
tions  Department  have  the  power,  witli  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools  and  the  Court,  to  release  any  boy  or  girl  under 
conditions  which  they  shall  impose. 

As  may  be  seen  in  Table  21,  page  60,  a  large  number  of  the 
children  are  released  on  probation  under  such  conditions  as 
are  prescribed  to  meet  the  individual  need.  So  many  boys 
are  released  under  this  system  that  it  is  not  surprising  that  a 
number  have  to  be  returned  for  violating  the  strict  condi¬ 
tions  of  their  probation,  which  include  faithful  school  attend¬ 
ance  and  general  good  conduct.  It  must,  however,  be  noted 
by  far  the  larger  proportion  are  never  returned. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Helen  Cheever  Cottage  for  truant 
girls,  11  months  ago,  only  six  girls  have  been  committed. 
The  problem  of  the  truant  girls  being  more  complicated  than 
the  question  of  dealing  with  truant  boys  none  of  the  six  girls 
mentioned  have  been  released  on  probation. 

The  Helen  Cheever  Cottage  was  made  necessary  by  an  Act 
of  the  General  Court,  in  1906,  which  reads  as  follows : 
“Chapter  889.  Habitual  truants,  habitual  absentees  and 
habitual  school  offenders  shall  be  committed  to  truant  schools, 
however  named,  for  the  instruction  and  training  of  children, 
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and  now  provided  for  by  tlie  several  counties,  and  not  to  any 
other  institution  or  place.” 

The  girls  are  also  committed  under  this  Act,  but  it  is  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  Trustees,  an  opinion  made  stronger 
by  experience,  that  a  school  for  truant  girls  is  an  experi¬ 
mental,  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  method  of  dealing  with 
the  problem  of  truancy  among  girls,  because  the  great  major¬ 
ity  of  girls  who  habitually  absent  themselves  from  school 
demand  the  discipline  and  protection  of  an  institution  where 
they  shall  remain  under  supervision  during  minority,  or  they 
come  from  home  conditions  so  incurable  that  they  should  be 
placed  in  the  normal  and  healthy  life  of  a  country  home. 
It  is  not  fitting  that  girls  who  require  to  be  in  an  institution 
until  they  are  sixteen  years  old  should  be  then  sent  out  into 
the  world  just  when  they  are  most  susceptible  to  the  worst 
temptations. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  remarks  on  this  subject  in  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Parental  School,  although 
his  special  recommendation  that  the  girls  committed  to  the 
school  should  remain  in  charge  of  the  Department  until 
eighteen  years  of  age  could  probably  not  be  carried  out,  as 
that  would  take  them  over  the  school  age. 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  remarks  of  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  on  the  effect  of  the  outdoor  and  nature  work  of  the 
boys,  especially  the  experiments  in  gardening. 

The  Trustees  concur  heartily  with  the  statement  of  the 
Superintendent  regarding  the  needs  of  the  Parental  School, 
these  needs  having  been  repeatedly  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  City  Government  in  former  reports. 

The  Trustees  call  special  attention  to  that  part  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Parental  School  dealing  with 
the  suggestion  of  industrial  education.  In  order  to  keep  our 
institution  up  to  the  highest  efficiency  as  a  Truant  School,  it 
is  imperative  that  we  pay  more  attention  to  industrial  train¬ 
ing  of  the  boys,  and  take  advantage  of  the  most  modern  ideas 
on  that  subject.  To  do  this  we  must  have  a  new  school-house. 

Today  the  classes  are  taught  in  temporary  wooden  build¬ 
ings  erected  some  years  ago  with  the  expectation  that  they 
would  be  replaced  by  a  suitable  school-house.  They  have  from 
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time  to  time  been  patched  up  and  are  today  no  longer  in  first- 
class  .condition.  The  institution  has  no  gymnasium.  The 
Superintendent  has  no  adequate  office,  and  the  work  of  ad¬ 
ministration  of  the  whole  school  suffers  from  lack  of  proper 
accommodations.  A  parent  who  visits  his  child  is  received 
in  the  corridor  or  in  the  over-crowded  Superintendent’s  office 
because  there  is  no  other  room  in  the  School  adapted  for  this 
purpose.  There  is  no  place  in  the  institution  sufficient  to 
assemble  all  of  the  pupils  together  for  entertainments,  lectures 
or  instructions.  The  discipline  and  esprit  de  corp  of  the  school, 
consequently,  are  affected  by  this  serious  lack.  The  one  cry¬ 
ing  need  of  our  Department  is  a  school-house  for  the  Parental 
School,  so  that  those  children  who  are  culled  out  from  the 
many  public  schools  of  the  City  of  Boston  for  special  school 
training  may  no  longer  be  placed  in  an  institution  that  lacks 
the  prime  equipment  essential  to  their  improvement,  —  an  ad¬ 
equate  school-house.  We  have  for  three  years  tried  to  get  a 
sufficient  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  combined 
school-house  and  administration  building.  If  the  Parental 
School  of  Boston  is  to  maintain  the  proud  position  which  it 
has  occupied  from  its  foundation,  as  the  oldest  and  best  train¬ 
ing  school  for  truants  in  this  country,  the  city  must  give  im¬ 
mediate  heed  to  this  crying  need. 

The  Trustees  therefore  recommend  and  ask  that  the  sum  of 
$75,000  be  appropriated  for  this  purpose  by  the  city  govern¬ 
ment  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  THE 

PARENTAL  SCHOOL. 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children:  — 

In  accordance  with  your  rules  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  as  my  report  for  the  year  ending  January  31, 
1908:  — 


Number  of  boys  February  1,  1907 

233 

committed  during  the  year  . 

144 

a 

returned  from  probation 

.  85 

a 

discharged  during  the  year  . 

16 

a 

released  on  probation  . 

206 

a 

January  31,  1908 

240 

Average  daily  attendance  .... 

251 

Average  age  of  boys  committed,  11  years,  7  months,  23  days. 

Average  time  spent  in  the  School  by  boys  discharged  and  re¬ 
leased  on  probation,  13  months,  5  days. 


Number  placed  in  country  homes  .  .  .  .  .  37 

Number  returned  from  country  homes  to  the  Parental 

School  .........  27 

Number  allowed  to  go  from  country  homes  to  their  own 

homes  .........  7 

Number  returned  from  probation  from  own  homes  .  60 

Number  out  on  probation  recommitted  ....  3 

Number  out  on  probation  committed  to  Suffolk  School,  16 

Number  out  on  probation  committed  to  Lyman  School,  2 

Number  at  home  on  probation  .  .  .  .  .  267 

Number  in  country  homes  on  probation  ...  53 

Whole  number  out  on  probation  .  .  .  .  .  320 

Weekly  per  capita  expense  .  .  .  .  .  .  $4  60 


HEALTH. 

The  general  health  of  the  boys  has  been  excellent.  The 
epidemic  of  mild  diphtheria  which  began  in  January,  1907, 
came  to  an  end  Feb.  25,  1907.  There  have  been  very  few 
cases  of  serious  illness,  none  of  which  was  fatal. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Edwards,  which  is  appended,  gives  a 
detailed  statement  of  our  hospital  record.  Your  attention  is 
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also  called  to  the  report  of  Dr.  E.  P.  Wentworth,  who  has 
cared  for  the  teeth  of  the  boys,  and  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Edward 
K.  Ellis,  who  has  examined  their  eyes  and  prescribed  treat¬ 
ment. 

SCHOOL  WORK. 

The  work  of  the  schools  has  been  substantially  the  same  as 
for  several  years  past.  W e  have  had  nine  grade  teachers  and 
two  sloyd  teachers  through  the  year.  The  grade  teachers 
have  had  an  average  of  twenty-eight  pupils,  a  number  con¬ 
siderably  too  large  if  they  are  to  give  the  individual  attention 
needed  and  accomplish  the  results  desired. 

The  vacation  school  of  five  weeks  was  in  charge  of  six 
teachers.  English,  sloyd,  raphia  work,  basketry  and  gymnas¬ 
tics  were  the  subjects  taught. 

About  half  of  the  boys  had  vegetable  and  flower  gardens, 
two  boys  being  assigned  to  a  plat  about  8  feet  by  14  feet. 
They  took  great  interest  in  this  work  and  derived  much 
benefit  from  marking  out  the  gardens,  getting  the  soil  ready 
for  the  seed,  planting,  weeding,  harvesting,  etc.  W ork  in  the 
garden  tends  to  develop  the  best  traits  in  children  and  to 
create  in  them  a  love  for  nature  and  the  beautiful.  To  our 
boys,  most  of  whom  know  little  of  farm  life  and  productive 
industry,  work  in  the  garden  is  a  revelation  and  tends  to  form 
habits  of  close  observation,  industry  and  thrift,  all  which 
will  be  invaluable  to  them  throughout  their  lives. 

Below  is  a  list  of  produce  raised  by  the  boys  of  Quincy 
Cottage  in  the  gardens  which  they  laid  out  and  planted. 

250  bunches  of  radishes. 

3  bushels  of  beets. 

4  bushels  of  string  beans. 

3  bushels  of  cucumbers. 

40  heads  of  cabbage. 

400  heads  of  lettuce. 

100  bouquets  of  flowers. 

The  greatest  educational  need  of  the  School  at  the  present 
time  is  an  equipment  for  the  industrial  training  of  our  boys 
between  14  and  16  years  of  age.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Morse, 
Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts  Commission  on  Industrial 
Education  says :  — 

“At  14  years  of  age  the  industrial  training  should  begin. 
The  boy  should  be  given  courses  in  wood-working  and  iron¬ 
working  for  one-half  of  each  school  day.  This  should  be  sup¬ 
plemented  with  other  subjects,  including  drawing,  arithmetic, 
simple  book-keeping,  industrial  geography  and  industrial  his- 
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tory,  as  well  as  a  study  of  local  industries.  At  the  16th  year 
such  a  boy  would  be  ready  to  study  his  chosen  trade  with  a 
foundation  for  that  trade  which  could  not  be  obtained  in  any 
shop  in  our  American  industries.” 

Although  we  are  doing  much  for  the  boys  in  an  educa¬ 
tional  way,  we  are  neglecting,  nevertheless,  a  very  important 
part  of  the  education  of  older  boys  when  we  fail  to  afford 
them  an  opportunity  to  lay  the  foundation  for  learning  a 
trade.  Only  by  extending  and  broadening  our  work  in  man¬ 
ual  training  and  by  devoting  more  time  to  it  can  we  hope  to 
attain  the  results  desired.  Most  of  the  boys,  if  given  such  an 
opportunity,  would  henceforth  have  a  purpose  in  life  and  be¬ 
come  self-supporting.  But  without  this  opportunity  many  of 
them  will  drift  aimlessly  from  one  thing  to  another,  making 
little  progress  in  their  struggle  for  self-support. 

RELIGIOUS  INSTRUCTION. 

The  Catholic  children  have  attended  Saint  Theresa’s 
church,  the  Protestant  children  have  attended  the  South  Evan¬ 
gelical  church,  and  the  Jewish  boys  have  been  instructed  in 
the  principles  of  their  faith  by  Mr.  Max  Fritz  and  Mr.  Her¬ 
man  Friedman. 

Miss  Catherine  Daty  and  Miss  Mary  Daly  have  had  classes 
in  morals  and  religion  on  Sunday  afternoons  throughout  the 
year. 

We  extend  our  hearty  thanks  to  those  who  have  given  so 
generously  of  their  time  and  energy  in  earnest  endeavor  to 
instruct  and  inspire  with  motives  of  right  living  the  children 
committed  to  our  care. 

HELEN  CHEEVER  COTTAGE. 

The  girls’  cottage,  named  in  honor  of  Miss  Helen  Cheever, 
for  many  years  an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
for  Children,  was  ready  for  use  early  in  April  and  was  form¬ 
ally  opened  May  11,  1907.  The  first  girl  was  committed 
April  17,  1907,  and  at  the  present  time  there  are  six  girls 
from  11  to  14  years  of  age,  which  is  the  whole  number  com¬ 
mitted. 

Five  of  the  girls  are  doing  sixth-grade  work  and  the  sixth 
is  doing  third-grade  work  in  arithmetic  and  spelling,  and  sixth- 
grade  work  in  the  other  studies.  Thus  far,  i.e.,  up  to  Feb.  1, 
1908,  all  have  had  three-and-a-half  hours  a  day  for  school 
work  in  which  they  show  much  interest  and  have  made  good 
progress.  At  the  writing  of  this  (March  6,  1908),  however, 
they  are  having  an  average  of  four-and-a-half  hours  a  day  for 
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school  work.  The  rest  of  their  time  is  given  to  recreation 
and  to  receiving  instruction  in  the  several  branches  of  house¬ 
keeping  and  home-making  under  the  direction  of  a  competent 
matron  and  thorough  housekeeper. 

Each  day  of  the  week  brings  its  regular  duties  to  be  per¬ 
formed,  not  only  in  school  work  but  in  housework  as  well. 
The  girls  take  great  interest  in  most  of  their  household  duties, 
especially  in  the  cooking  and  sewing.  They  wash  and  iron 
most  of  their  own  clothes,  do  much  of  the  mending  of  their 
own  garments,  darn  stockings,  make  aprons  and  assist  in 
making  other  articles  of  clothing.  They  scrub,  sweep,  dust, 
make  beds,  clean  and  trim  lamps,  build  fires,  wash  windows, 
and  do  many  other  things  which  have  to  be  done  in  every 
well-ordered  household. 

They  are  learning  to  cook,  and  several  of  them  can  make 
bread,  doughnuts,  soups,  gingerbread,  cake,  brown  bread  and 
molasses  cookies,  and  prepare  beans  and  vegetables  for  the 
table. 

They  are  contented  and  for  the  most  part  happy,  are  anx¬ 
ious  to  learn  and  are  making  commendable  progress  in  their 
school  and  household  work. 

There  is  one  point  in  the  present  law  regarding  the  com¬ 
mitment  of  girls  to  truant  schools  which,  in  our  opinion, 
should  be  changed  in  order  that  we  may  have  authority  to 
put  around  them  all  possible  safeguards  during  the  period  of 
greatest  sexual  vulnerability.  Statistics  on  this  subject  show 
that  this  period  is  from  15  to  18  years  of  age.  Under  the 
existing  law  girls  are  in  charge  of  this  Department  only  until 
they  are  16,  at  which  age  they  will  return  in  all  probability 
to  their  former  environment,  with  its  temptations,  and  live 
there  during  the  years  of  greatest  danger.  If  the  law  were 
so  amended  that  they  would  be  in  the  care  of  this  Department 
until  18  years  of  age  there  would  be  greater  likelihood  of 
their  passing  through  this  critical  period  in  safety  and  lead¬ 
ing  virtuous  and  upright  lives. 

ENTERTAINMENTS. 

The  Catholic  and  Protestant  boys  attended  entertainments 
at  their  respective  churches  at  Christmas  time. 

November  28,  1907,  Mr.  Max  Fritz,  assisted  by  a  number 
of  musicians  and  two  character  sketch  artists,  gave  an  enter¬ 
tainment  to  all  the  children. 

On  Christmas  Day  Mr.  James  W.  Irwin  entertained  them 
with  moving  pictures. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  D.  Lounsberry, 
we  enjoyed  a  fine  musical  entertainment  Jan.  21,  1908. 
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GIFTS. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following 
gifts  : 

A  sectional  book-case  and  44  books  for  Helen  Cheever 
Cottage,  given  by  a  friend  of  Miss  Cheever  in  whose  honor 
the  cottage  was  named. 

Large  souvenir  specimens  of  oak  from  “  Old  Ironsides,” 
given  by  Mrs.  Geo.  F.  H.  Murray  for  the  several  cottages. 

A  music  box,  playing  36  tunes,  given  by  Dr.  Hasket 
Derby. 

A  generous  supply  of  flower  and  garden  seeds,  given  by 
the  Agricultural  Department  at  Washington. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  street  railway  car  tickets  for  the 
boys,  procured  by  Mrs.  Annie  L.  Lynch. 

A  swimming  tank  given  to  us  by  the  Bath  Department. 

OUR  NEEDS. 

Several  of  our  needs  have  been  mentioned  year  after  year. 
It  may  be  well,  however,  to  state  them  again : 

A  new  school  building  to  contain  an  assembly  hall  and 
gymnasium  in  addition  to  class-rooms  and  manual  training 
rooms 

A  coal  pocket. 

A  new  barn. 

Heating  the  hospital  and  the  Superintendent’s  house  from 
the  central  heating  plant. 

Additional  watchmen  sufficient  to  insure  safety  in  case  of 
fire  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  immoral  practices  at 
night. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  P.  Dame, 

Superintendent. 

March  6, 1908. 
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MEDICAL  REPORT. 


Parental  School  Hospital, 
West  Roxbury,  February  24,  1908. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Dame,  Superintendent:  — 

Deab  Sib, — Below  you  will  find  my  report  of  the  hospital 
work  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  31,  1908. 

In  all,  1,054  cases  have  been  treated,  105  being  hospital 
patients,  the  remainder  being  out-patients.  Of  the  cases 
treated  in  the  hospital  only  one  was  seriously  sick.  The 
health  of  the  boys  in  general  has  been  excellent. 

The  hospital  equipment  has  been  materially  augmented  by 
the  addition  of  a  microscope,  whereby  the  diagnosis  and 
treatment  can  be  considerably  hastened. 

There  are  two  recommendations  which  I  would  make  for 
the  hospital’s  better  service.  First :  The  dispensary  should 
be  enlarged  by  being  connected  with  the  room  of  equal  size 
which  adjoins  it.  As  it  is  now,  there  is  scant  space  for  the 
regular  evening  out-patient  clinic,  and  during  operations  by 
the  visiting  physicians  on  tonsils,  adenoids,  etc.,  the  room  is 
altogether  too  small.  It  should  also  be  supplied  with  running 
hot  and  cold  water.  Second :  The  hospital  should  be  con¬ 
nected  with  the  central  heating  plant  of  the  institution.  This 
change  would  supply  a  more  regular  temperature  in  the  build¬ 
ing,  and  would,  in  my  opinion,  result  in  a  considerable  saving 
in  the  heating  expense. 

The  following  tabulated  conditions  have  been  treated :  — 


Hospital  and  Out-Patient  Cases  Treated  from  February 

1,  1907,  to  February  1,  1908. 


Infectious  diseases. 

Acute  articular  rheuma- 


tism 

1 

Diphtheria : 

Clinical 

2 

Laboratory 

.  27 

Influenza 

.  5 

Tertian  malaria  . 

.  12 

Scarlatina 

8 

Disea.  respiratory  system. 
Acute  bronchitis  .  .  3 

Chronic  diffuse  bronchi¬ 


tis  .  .  .  .  1 

Pleurisy  .  .  .  1 


Disea.  Circulatory  System. 

Mitral  insufficiency 
Diseases  digestive  system. 
Acute  gastric  indiges¬ 
tion  . 

Acute  enteric  indiges¬ 
tion  . 

Gastralgia  . 
Constipation 
Surgical. 

Abrasions 
Abscess 
Adenitis : 

Axillary  . 


2 


31 

13 

31 

21 

75 

3 

1 
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Cervical  . 

4 

Inguinal  . 

4 

Blisters 

5 

Burns  . 

26 

Contusions  . 

72 

Dislocations,  thumb 

1 

Fracture : 

Elbow 

1 

Phalanx  . 

2 

Lymphangitis 

1 

Paronychia  . 

8 

Posthitis 

1 

Splinter 

40 

Sprains 

12 

Wounds,  incised  . 

44 

4  4  lacerated 

36 

44  punctured 

8 

44  septic  . 

31 

Mouth,  Nose  and  Throat. 

Alveolar  abscess  . 

6 

Dentagra 

17 

Stomatitis 

5 

Gingivitis  . 

1 

Glossitis 

1 

Coryza 

16 

Epistaxis 

2 

Hypertrophic  rhinitis 

1 

Acute  pharyngitis 

43 

4  4  laryngitis  . 

17 

44  tonsilitis  . 

48 

Parotitis 

1 

Eye. 

Blepharitis  . 

5 

Conjunctivitis  : 

Catarrhal  . 

4 

Acute 

3 

Hematoma  palpebrse 

1 

Foreign  body 

2 

Hordeolum  . 

6 

Ear. 

Cerumen 

11 

Foreign  body  in  canal 

2 

Otitis  externa  circum¬ 
scripta  acuta  .  .10 

Otitis  externa  diffusa 
acuta  ...  8 

Otitis  media  catarrhalis 
chronica  .  .  .21 

Otitis  media  purulenta 
chronica  ...  7 

Otalgia  ...  3 

Skin. 

Alopecia  areata  .  .  1 

Chapped  hands  .  „  5 

Dermatitis  congelationis,  2 
44  venenata  .  11 

Eczema  ...  7 

Furuncle  .  .  .78 

Herpes  facialis  .  .  2 

44  liabialis  .  .  2 

44  zoster  .  .  1 

Ichthyosis  simplex  .  2 

Intertrigo  ...  3 

Impetigo  contagiosa  .  6 

Pityriasis  rosea  .  .  1 

Scabies  ...  7 

Tinea  tricophytina  .  7 

Urticaria  ...  2 

Verruca  .  .  .  1 

Tinea  Favosa  .  .  1 

Miscellaneous. 

Chorea  ...  2 

Congenital  syphilis  .  2 

Concussion  ...  3 

Debility  ...  2 

Enuresis  .  .  .  1 

Erysipelas  .  .  .  1 

Epilepsy  ...  3 

Febricula  ...  8 

Headache  .  .  .45 

Myalgia  .  .  .  1 

Neuralgia  .  .  .  1 

Neurasthenia  .  .  1 

Vertigo  .  .  .  1 


Visiting  Staff.  —  Dr.  A.  M.  Worthington,  Dr.  W 
Howell,  Dr.  E.  N.  Libby,  Dr.  F.  C.  Jillson. 
Ophthalmologist.  —  Dr.  Edward  K.  Ellis. 
Dermatologist.  —  Dr.  C.  Morton  Smith. 

Consulting  Surgeon.  —  Dr.  J.  S.  Stone. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


W. 


Martin  R.  Edwards, 

Medical  House  Officer. 
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DENTAL  REPORT. 


Boston,  February  1,  1908. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Dame,  Superintendent  Parental  School  :  — 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  dental  operations  performed  at  your 
infirmary  the  past  year  are  as  follows :  — 


Gutta-percha  fillings 

.  36 

Amalgam  “ 

.  83 

Pulps  capped  . 

.  15 

Alveola  Abscess 

.  21 

Teeth  treated  . 

.  2 

Temporary  teeth  extracted,  342 
Permanent  teeth  extracted,  152 
Roots  extracted  .  .51 

Thorough  cleansing  of  teeth 
of  all  the  boys. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


Evan  P.  Wentworth,  D.M.D. 


OPHTHALMOLOGIST'S  REPORT. 


February  15,  1908. 

Mr.  D.  P.  Dame,  Superintendent  Parental  School  :  — 

Dear  Sir  :  —  Below  you  will  find  my  report  for  the  year 
ending  January  31,  1908. 

Total  number  of  boys  for  whom  glasses  were  ordered, 
48,  —  divided  by  months  as  follows :  — 


February,  1907  ......  13 

April,  “ . 10 

September,  “  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

October,  “......  9 

January,  1908  ......  9 

Total . 48 


During  the  year  no  diseased  conditions  have  been  pre¬ 
sented. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  K.  Ellis,  M  D. 
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PLACING-OUT  AND  OFFICE  DIVISION. 

Trustees’  Report. 

The  Children’s  Institutions  Department  is  placed  in  the 
position  of  temporary  parent  or  guardian  to  twelve  hundred 
and  ninety  children  in  their  own  or  in  others’  families,  beside 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  in  special  schools  or  hospitals. 
How  well  this  trust  is  performed  may  be  made  out  in  part  by 
the  reports  of  this  Divison. 

Additions  to  our  list  of  children  come  (1)  from  applica¬ 
tions  for  admission ;  (2)  from  commitments  by  the  Court ; 
(3)  from  the  Parental  School  and  the  Suffolk  School.  It  is 
an  old  story,  yet  one  which  is  ever  new,  that  these  unfortunate 
children  can  be  cared  for  at  moderate  expense  and  can  be 
brought  up  until  they  reach  manhood  and  womanhood  under 
such  conditions  that  the  vast  majority  of  them  take  their 
place  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  community.  This  is 
accomplished  by  studying  the  homes  from  which  the  applicants 
come,  by  studying  the  peculiarities  of  the  applicants  them¬ 
selves,  and  by  studying  the  homes  which  are  available  for 
placing  them  out;  keeping  a  watch  on  them  through  the 
whole  time  of  their  minority,  unless  earlier  discharged ;  fur¬ 
nishing  them,  through  this  time,  schooling  and  medical  super¬ 
vision. 

Children  are  no  longer  placed  in  institutions  except  for 
some  mental  or  physical  defect  which  makes  institutional  care 
absolutely  necessary.  The  institutions  which  are  used  for 
this  purpose  are  especially  the  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded 
at  Waverley,  and  the  Hospital  Cottages  for  Epileptics  at 
Bald  wins  vi  lie,  Mass. 

The  Trustees  call  attention  to  the  statements  in  the  Report 
of  the  General  Agent,  who  was  the  real  founder  of  this 
Department  many  years  ago  and  is  still  the  active  and  intel- 
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ligent  manager  of  it.  The  part  of  the  Report  and  the  Tables 
which  refer  to  the  probationers  from  the  Suffolk  School  and 
Parental  School  should  be  read  in  connection  with  the  reports 
of  those  institutions.  It  is,  of  course,  the  test  of  the  value  of 
the  schools  to  try  its  graduates  in  the  community  £$t  large. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  AGENT  FOR  THE 
PLACING-OUT  AND  OFFICE  DIVISION. 


To  the  Trustees  for  Children :  — 

I  herewith  respectfully  submit  the  report  of  the  Placing- 
Out  and  Office  Division  for  the  year  ending  January  31, 1908  : 

The  City  Minor  W ards  consist  of  four  classes,  as  follows : 
juvenile  delinquents,  boys  between  the  age  of  seven  and  sev¬ 
enteen,  committed  by  the  Courts  to  the  Suffolk  School  for 
Boys  during  minority ;  truants,  boys  and  girls  committed  to 
the  Parental  School  until  they  reach  the  age  of  sixteen  years ; 
neglected  children  who  through  neglect,  crime  or  vice  of  their 
parents  are  committed  by  the  Courts  to  the  custody  of  the 
Trustees  during  minority  or  for  any  less  term ;  and  dependent 
children,  those  who  by  reason  of  poverty  or  illness  are 
received  from  parents  or  friends. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  1,290  children  in  charge 
of  the  Placing-Out  and  Office  Division,  as  follows :  — 


Dependents  and  Neglected. 

At  board  in  families  .  .  .429 

Without  board  ....  308 


Truants. 

In  families  at  board  . 
Without  board 
At  home  on  probation 

Juvenile  Delinquents. 

In  families  at  board  . 
Without  board 
At  home  on  probation 


34 

19 

267 


4 

28 

201 


All  subject  to  visitation  by  agents  of  the  Department. 

In  addition  there  are  106  boys  and  girls  in  the  School  for 
Feeble-Minded  at  Waverley;  22  in  Hospital  Cottages  for 
Epileptics  at  Bald  wins  ville,  for  whom  the  city  pays  the  cost 
of  maintenance.  Parents  are  required  to  furnish  clothing, 
but  when  unable  it  is  supplied  by  this  Department. 

When  application  is  made  for  the  admission  of  a  dependent 
child,  after  the  primary  facts  have  been  obtained  on  a  blank 
especially  used  for  this  purpose,  the  applicant  is  referred  to 
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the  Institutions  Registration  Department  to  have  the  legal 
settlement  ascertained.  If  the  settlement  is  determined  as 
being  in  Boston  an  investigation  by  an  agent  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  follows,  but  if  elsewhere  than  in  Boston  a  copy  of  the 
statement,  together  with  the  facts  in  the  case,  is  referred  to 
the  State  Minor  Ward  Department  for  disposal. 

Dependent  children  in  normal  condition  when  received  at 
the  office  are  placed  directly  in  families  in  country  towns.  If 
ill  they  are  sent  to  a  hospital  selected  by  the  Department  phy¬ 
sician  as  adapted  to  their  needs. 

Children  who  require  medical  care  after  being  placed  in 
families  are  treated  by  a  local  physician,  while  many  requir¬ 
ing  the  services  of  specialists  have  been  brought  from  their 
suburban  homes  to  the  various  city  hospitals  for  treatment. 
Others  living  in  families  in  distant  parts  of  the  State  are 
treated  by  physicians,  oculists  and  dentists  in  towns  where 
they  reside.  In  cases  of  accident  or  serious  illness  children 
are  removed  to  the  nearest  hospital  and  are  treated  at  the 
expense  of  the  Department. 

In  no  case  is  a  child  placed  out  either  free  or  at  board  with 
persons  of  a  religion  different  from  that  to  which  the  child 
belongs. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  with  regard  to  the  great  advantage 
in  the  system  of  boarding  out  children  in  families,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  the  old  method  of  caring  for  large  numbers  of 
them  in  institutions.  Family  training  makes  them  more 
desirable  for  adoption  or  indenture. 

In  case  of  the  death  of  a  child  the  parents  or  relatives,  if 
known,  are  notified  immediately,  and  if  unable  to  pay  funeral 
expenses  the  child  is  buried  at  the  expense  of  the  Department. 

Occasionally  the  people  with  whom  the  child  has  been 
living  buries  the  child  in  their  own  lot  and  at  their  own 
expense.  Graves  are  marked  so  that  they  may  be  identified. 
Funeral  services  are  held  over  every  deceased  child  in  the 
charge  of  the  Department. 

Seventeen  died  in  hospital ;  6  in  families.  Of  these  18  were 
infants  who  came  to  the  Department  in  a  feeble  condition. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  application  for  a  child  for  adoption, 
and  when  a  desirable  one  is  found,  the  home  of  the  applicant 
is  visited,  and  if  satisfactory  the  child  is  placed  there  on  trial. 
If  after  a  certain  length  of  time  the  Trustees  and  the  family 
are  satisfied,  an  application  is  made  to  the  Probate  Court 
for  legal  adoption. 

It  is  important  that  the  city  should  not  maintain  dependent 
children  when  their  parents  become  able  to  care  for  them. 
The  homes  are  visited  at  regular  intervals  by  an  agent  of 
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the  Department,  and  an  effort  is  made  to  establish  in  the 
home  such  conditions  as  would  warrant  the  return  of  the 
children. 

Thorough  investigation  usually  brings  out  some  helpful 
facts,  and  that  such  a  course  is  not  only  wise  but  necessary 
has  been  proven  in  cases  of  dependent  children.  It  has  a  bad 
effect  upon  all  concerned  if  a  parent  is  able  to  dispose  of  a 
child  and  no  questions  are  asked. 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-five  local  investigations  were 
made  for  the  release  of  boys  from  the  Parental  School  and 
the  Suffolk  School;  101  from  the  Placing-Out  Division  to 
their  homes,  and  550  for  admission  to  the  Department.  With 
the  latter  it  often  occurs  that  the  family  require  temporary  aid 
only,  and  they  are  referred  to  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  or 
to  a  private  charitable  society,  who  render  the  necessary 
assistance  which  prevents  the  child  becoming  a  public  charge 
and  keeps  the  family  together. 

There  were  206  truant  boys  released  on  probation  from 
the  Parental  School  during  the  past  year.  169  were  placed 
with  parents  or  friends ;  37,  whose  homes  were. unsatisfactory, 
were  placed  in  country  homes  until  their  own  home  con¬ 
ditions  improve.  At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  34 
boys  of  this  class  at  board,  19  on  indenture;  total,  53.  27 

who  had  been  released  to  country  homes  during  the  past  and 
in  former  years,  were  returned  to  the  School  for  having 
violated  the  terms  of  their  release. 

Much  of  the  clothing  distributed  to  the  children  is  bought 
in  quantities  at  wholesale  prices  and  given  out  on  requisition, 
of  which  a  complete  record  is  kept. 

Twelve  hundred  pairs  of  shoes  for  this  Division  were  man¬ 
ufactured  at  the  Suffolk  School. 

All  healthy  children  are  usually  boarded  until  the  age  of 
12  years,  when  they  are  placed  on  the  eligible  list  for  free 
homes,  although  33  under  that  age  were  placed  free  this 
year,  4  of  whom  were  adopted. 

Semi-annual  reports  from  the  clergymen  of  various  denom¬ 
inations  show  that  the  religious  duties  of  our  wards  are  not 
neglected. 

Transfers  from  one  family  to  another  are  found  necessary, 
either  because  the  family  with  whom  they  were  placed  failed 
to  comply  with  the  conditions  required,  or  because  the  chil¬ 
dren  fail  to  give  satisfaction. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  children  during  the 
year  in  their  own  and  in  country  homes  was  3,444. 

By  paid  agents  of  the  Department,  3,144. 

By  local  agents,  300. 
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We  have  received  743  school  reports  from  the  teachers, 
stating  that  all  children  of  school  age,  except  those  mentally 
or  physically  unfit,  attend,  and  that  they  average  well  with 
others  in  scholarship  and  deportment. 

Section  4  of  chapter  44  of  the  Revised  Laws  provides  for 
the  tuition  in  the  public  schools  in  any  city  or  town  of  a 
child  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  years  who  Shall  be 
placed  elsewhere  than  in  his  own  home  by  the  Trustees  for 
Children  of  the  City  of  Boston.  An  appropriation  of  fifty 
cents  is  paid  for  each  week  of  five  days  or  major  part  thereof 
of  attendance  of  every  such  child  in  the  public  schools.  The 
transportation  of  the  children  to  and  from  a  public  school 
is  also  payable  by  the  City  of  Boston.  Settlements  of  the 
accounts  of  the  several  cities  and  towns  with  the  City  of 
Boston  are  made  annually  on  the  first  day  of  April,  and  the 
amounts  found  due  are  required  to  be  paid  within  three 
months. 

Under  the  provision  of  this  law  all  bills  for  tuition  and 
transportation  are  audited  by  the  Trustees  and  paid  by  the 
School  Board  of  the  City  of  Boston,  the  amount  paid  for  the 
year  ending  April,  1907,  being  $6,395.34. 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  methods  employed 
in  the  care  and  supervision  of  boys  on  probation  from  the 
Suffolk  School,  Rainsford  Island,  during  the  past  year. 

Most  of  the  boys  released  to  their  own  homes  have  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  finding  employment,  but  during  the  last  few 
months  quite  a  number  have  been  without  regular  work,  in 
many  cases  having  lost  positions  through  no  fault  of  their 
own,  but  owing  to  the  closing  of  shops  and  factories  or  to 
the  reduction  of  the  working  force.  In  many  cases  they 
expect  to  return  to  their  old  positions  in  the  near  future. 

The  past  year  has  again  demonstrated  the  great  value  of 
the  various  boys’  clubs,  and  associations  in  all  parts  of  the 
city,  and  many  of  our  probationers  have  found  in  them  clean, 
helpful  amusement,  and  opportunity  for  improvement  with 
good  associates. 

As  in  former  years  the  trade  schools  at  Rainsford  Island 
have  been  a  great  help  to  the  boys  when  released,  and  many 
are  now  earning  their  living  and  doing  well  as  the  result  of 
instruction  received  in  them. 

The  boys  under  fourteen  years  of  age  and  several  of  the 
older  ones  are  attending  school  regularly,  and  quite  a  number 
of  the  boys  who  are  employed  during  the  day  attend  night 
school. 

Printed  instructions,  as  follows,  are  given  to  each  boy  on 
his  release  from  the  Parental  and  Suffolk  Schools :  — 
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You  are  now  released  on  probation  from  the  Suffolk  School  for- 
Boys.  You  are  to  be  industrious  in  your  studies  or  work,  orderly  in 
your  behavior,  and  to  comply  with  the  reasonable  regulations  and 
directions  of  the  person  in  whose  charge  you  are  placed.  If  the 
Trustees  should  at  any  time  be  of  opinion  that  you  have  violated 
any  statute ^  ordinance  or  regulation,  or  any  condition  above  speci¬ 
fied,  you  will  be  again  taken  in  charge  and  returned  to  the  Insti¬ 
tution  for  the  unexpired  term  of  your  sentence. 

A  card  is  also  given  which  reads  as  follows :  — 


Trustees  for  Children ,  30  Tremont  Street. 

. on  probation  with . is  to  report  at 

this  office  between  9  and  10.30  A.  M.  (date) . 

Reported  to . 


On  the  reverse  side  of  this  card  is  printed :  — 

Read  Carefully. 

You  have  been  placed  on  probation  on  your  promise  to  be  of  good 
behavior  and  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  agents  of  this 
Department,  and  that  you  will  report  promptly  to  this  office  on  the 
dates  specified  on  the  other  side  of  this  card. 

Notify  this  office  at  once  of  any  change  of  address. 

In  case  you  are  prevented  by  any  cause  from  reporting  as  required 
you  will  at  once  notify  the  agent  to  whom  you  would  report  of  the 
reasons  which  prevented  you  complying  with  your  promise. 

This  you  can  do  by  letter  or  postal  card. 

Should  you  lose  this  card  notify  the  agent  at  once. 

Should  you  fafi  to  comply  with  these  requirements  it  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  violation  of  the  terms  of  your  release,  and  render  you 
liable  to  be  returned  to  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys. 


A  card  reading  like  the  above  is  given  to  each  Parental 
School  boy  released  on  probation,  together  with  a  printed 
notice  reading  as  follows:  — 

You  are  this  day  released  on  probation  from  the  Parental  School 
by  the  Trustees,  with  the  approval  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Schools  of  the  City  of  Boston  and  a  Justice  of  the  Court.  This 
release  is  granted  on  condition  that  you  shall,  if  under  fourteen 
years  of  age,  attend  school  regularly  until  you  become  fourteen 
years  old;  that  after  that  time  you  shall  either  keep  at  School  or  at 
work  as  regularly  as  possible  until  you  become  sixteen  years  old, 
and  that  at  all  times  you  shall  comply  with  the  reasonable  regula¬ 
tions  and  directions  of  your  parents  or  other  persons  with  whom  you 
may  be  placed. 

But,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  or  the 
Trustees  for  Children  you  violate  any  of  these  conditions,  your 
release  will  be  revoked  and  you  will  be  returned  to  the  Parental 
School  to  serve  the  unexpired  portion  of  the  term  of  the  original 
sentence. 
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To  Trustees  for  Children ,  30  Tremont  Street ,  Boston  :  — 

. born  (date) . who  was  released  from  the 

Parental  School  (date) . entered  the . grade  of 

the . School  (date ) . His  attendance  and  deportment 

since . have  been  as  follows  : 

Inexcusably  absent . times. 

Deportment . 

Complaints  of  misconduct  out  of  School, . 

. Teacher.  . Principal. 

(Date) . 

In  addition  to  frequent  visits  by  an  agent  to  his  home  the 
boy  is  also  required  to  report  at  the  office  at  least  once  each 
month. 

The  tables  following  will  show  the  distribution  of  our 
wards  in  institutions  and  in  families. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  the  Trustees  for  their 
assistance  and  support. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  E.  McCarthy, 

General  Agent . 
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This  Report  of  the  Trustees  for  Children,  including 
reports  of  officers  of  the  Department,  is  respectfully  sub¬ 
mitted. 

CHARLES  P.  PUTNAM,  Chairman. 

JOHN  O’HARE. 

# 

LEE  M.  FRIEDMAN. 

HASKET  DERBY. 

JAMES  P.  CLEARY. 

MARY  BOYLE  O’REILLY. 

ANNIE  G.  MURRAY,  Secretary. 


APPENDIX. 


GENERAL  AND  FINANCIAL  STATISTICS. 


TABLE  NO.  1. 

Comparisons  of  Admissions ,  including  Court  Commitments ,  for  the 

past  Twelve  Years. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Truants. 

J  UVENILE 

Offenders. 

Total. 

1896 . 

275 

j 

29 

167 

75 

546 

1897 . 

259 

28 

167 

93 

547 

1898. . 

187 

37 

189 

126 

539 

1899 . 

108 

30 

189 

113 

440 

1900 . 

171 

23 

171 

107 

472 

1901 . 

112 

25 

204 

89 

430 

1902 . 

131 

24 

242 

104 

501 

1903 . 

113 

10 

213 

89 

425 

1904 . 

129 

26 

193 

81 

429 

1905 . 

197 

22 

260 

84 

563 

1906 . 

199 

29 

133 

73 

434 

1907 . 

190 

32 

139 

125 

486 

During  the  year  there  were  229  truants  committed  to  the  Parental 
School,  90  of  whom  had  been  formerly  released  on  probation;  139 
juvenile  offenders  were  committed  to  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys, 
14  of  whom  had  previously  been  released  on  probation. 

Including  these  recommitments,  there  was  a  total  of  590  children 
admitted  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  NO.  1A. 

Total  in  Charge  by  Classes  and  Present  Placing  at  the  end  of  Years  1904 ,  1905 ,  1906 ,  and  1907. 
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TABLE  NO.  1  B. 

Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  in  Charge  at  end  of  Year  1907 . 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

- 1 

Total. 

Boarded . 

354 

75 

429 

Indentured  . 

215 

93 

308 

Other  Institutions . 

162 

10 

172 

Total . 

731 

178 

909 

TABLE  NO.  2. 


Average  Number  of  Children  in  Care  of  the  Department. 


Average  number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected 

Children  in  Free  Homes  .  .  .  .  301 

Average  number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected 

Children  boarding  .  .  .  .  .411 

Average  number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected 

Children  in  Institutions  .  .  .  .190 

Total  average  number  of  Dependent 

and  Neglected  Children  .  .  - 


902 


Average  number  of  Juvenile  Offenders  in  Suffolk 

School  for  Boys  .  .  .  .  .142 

Average  number  of  Juvenile  Offenders  on  Pro¬ 
bation  from  Suffolk  School  .  .  .  265 

Total  average  number  of  Juvenile  Of¬ 
fenders  .....  -  407 


Average  number  of  Truants  in  Parental  School,  251 
Average  number  of  Truants  on  Probation  from 

Parental  School  .  .  .  .  .294 

Total  average  number  of  Truants  .  .  -  545 


Total  average  in  care  of  the  Department  .  1,854 
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TABLE  NO.  2  A. 

Total  and  Average  Cost  of  the  Three  Divisions. 

Placing-Out  and  Office  Division  ....  $124,287  99 

Parental  School  .......  61,615  02 

Suffolk  School  for  Boys  .  .  .  .  .  42,149  41 


Total 


Income  from  the  three  Divisions,  (bills  and  cash 
forwarded  to  the  City  Collector,) 


.  $228,052  42 
232  00 


Total  net  cost  . 


.  $227,820  42 


Average  per  capita  cost  of  total  number  of  children 

under  our  care  for  the  year  .  .  .  .*  $122  88 


Average  per  capita  expense  of  total  number 

of 

children  per  week 

• 

• 

$2 

36 

TABLE  NO.  2  B. 

Office  Expenses. 

Salaries  ...... 

$13,470 

30 

Printing  ...... 

246 

06 

Postage  .  .  .  .'  . 

455 

44 

Stationery  ...... 

249 

24 

Telephone  ...... 

220 

09 

Office  expenses  and  library  supplies 

156 

80 

$14,797 

93 

Printing  done  for  this  Division  by  Suffolk 

School 

for  Boys  and  not  paid  for  . 

• 

• 

256 

25 

Total . 

• 

$15,054 

18 

• 

Estimated  proportion  expended  on  work  : 

For  the  Suffolk  School  probationers  .  $1 

,450 

00 

For  the  Parental  School  probationers  .  1 

,400 

00 

For  the  Parental  School 

550 

00 

For  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys 

500 

00 

$3,900 

00 

Estimated  amount  expended  on  work  of  Placing- 

Out  Division  .... 

• 

• 

11,154 

18 

Total . 

• 

• 

$15,054 

18 

Total 
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TABLE  NO.  2  C. 

Placing- Out  Division. 

Board  of  children  (including  an  average  of  37  % 

probationers)  ......  $49,044  35 

Board  of  children  at  Massachusetts  School  for 
Feeble-Minded  for  two  years  (average  per 
year,  114  children)  .....  38,751  59 

Board  of  children  at  Hospital  for  Epileptics,  State 
Sanatorium,  State  Hospital,  Long  Island,  and 
Hospital  Cottages  for  Children,  (average  num¬ 


ber  during  year  46  children)  ....  7,289  55 

Clothing,  expressage,  and  children’s  furnishings  .  7,341  76 

Transportation  ( visitation  and  travelling  expen ses ) ,  4,615  21 

Medical  and  surgical  care  and  supplies  .  .  .  2,205  04 

Expense,  account  adoption  of  children  .  .  .  126  25 

Expense  of  burials  during  year  ....  84  00 

Entertainment  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  32  31 


Total . $109,490  06 

Shoes  received  from  Suffolk  School  for  Boys, 

not  paid  for  .......  1,157  10 

Decrease  in  inventory  of  clothing  on  hand  Feb.  1, 

1908,  from  Feb.  1,  1907  .  .  .  .  576  42 


Total  expenses  ......  $111,223  58 


Board  paid  for  an  average  of  37  boys  on 

probation  .....  $3,848  00 
Clothing  furnished  truants  on  probation,  498  24 
Clothing  furnished  juvenile  offenders  on 

probation  .  .  .  .  .  217  56 

Clothing  furnished  girls  at  Parental 

School  .  .  .  .  .  .  82  72 

Cash  received,  account  board  of  children,  88  00 


Total  credits 


*4,734  52 


Net  total  . 


.  $106,489  06 


TABLE  NO.  2D. 

Expenditures  of  Placing-Out  Division  .  .  .  $106,489  06 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses  expended 

on  this  Division  .  .  .  .  .  .  11,154  18 


Total ,  carried  forward  ....  $117,643  24 


*  Of  this  amount  $88.00  was  sent  to  City  Collector. 
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Total ,  brought  forward  .  .  .  . 

Cost  of  board  of  children  at  other  Institutions  . 

Net  expenditures  for  children  (dependent  and 
neglected)  in  homes,  (free  and  boarding), 


TABLE  NO.  2  E. 

Of  the  total  number  of  children  placed-out  in 
families  the  average  number  boarded  during 
the  year  was  ...... 

The  average  number  of  children  on  indenture  in 
free  homes  during  the  year  (including  an  aver¬ 
age  of  56  probationers)  was 

The  total  average  of  children  in  country  homes 
(both  free  and  boarding  homes)  was 

The  cost  of  board  for  the  whole  number  was 

Transportation  for  the  whole  number  cost  . 

Clothing  for  the  whole  number  cost 

Medical  care  for  the  whole  number  cost 

Total  ....... 

Per  capita  expense  of  children  placed  in  families, 
including  these  items  .  .  .  .  . 


Total  cost  of  children  placed  in  families  (dependent 
and  neglected)  ...... 


Per  capita  total  expense  of  dependent  and  neglected 
children  in  families  (average  number,  712)  . 


Of  the  average  number  boarded  during  the  year 
(dependent  and  neglected,  411), 

The  average  cost  of  board  per  capita  was 
The  average  cost  of  clothing  per  capita  (estimated), 
The  average  cost  of  medical  care  per  capita  (esti¬ 
mated)  . 

Total . 


$117,643  24 
46,041  14 


$71,602  10 


447 


356 


803 


$49,044  35 
4,615  21 
7,836  84 
2,205  04 


$63,701  44 


$79  33 


$71,602  10 


$100  56 


$109  92 
16  77 

4  49 

$131  18 
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TABLE  NO.  2  F. 


Expenses  for  Suffolk  School  for  Boys. 

Salaries : 

Superintendent  ....  $2,000  00 
Officers  and  Matrons  .  .  .  11,943  72 

Teachers  .....  4,240  00 

-  $18,183  72 

Food,  ice  and  water  .  .  .  .  .  .  7,760  82 

Fuel  and  light .  5,509  68 

Repairs  and  improvements  .  .  .  .  .  1,374  83 

Agricultural  supplies  .  .  .  .  .  .  1,52616 

Clothing  and  bedding  ......  1,537  02 

Furniture  and  utensils  .....  1,056  64 

School  and  library  supplies  ....  484  44 

Medical  care  and  supplies  .....  339  12 

Soap  and  disinfectants  .  .  .  .  .  312  13 

Printing,  stationery  and  postage  .  .  .  .  115  69 

Sundries  (including  entertainment  for  inmates, 

transportation,  freight  and  telephone)  .  .  223  11 


$38,423  36 

Industries : 

Shoemaking  .....  $3,408  70 
Printing  .  .  .  .  317  35 

-  3,726  05 


Total 


$42,149  41 


Laundry  work  done  by  the  Parental  School  and  not 

paid  for  .......  2,003  27 

Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses  .  .  500  00 


$44,652  68 

Amount  of  work  done  by  the  Shoe-shop 

for  the  other  Divisions  and  cash  .  $2,566  35 
Amount  of  work  done  by  the  Printing 

Office  for  other  Divisions  and  cash,  350  75 


Income  from  Suffolk  School  .... 

Total  cost  ...... 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  141  boys  at 
the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  during  the  year 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  141  boys  per 

week  ........ 


*2,917  10 
$41,735  58 


$295  99 


$5  65 


*  Of  this  amount,  $24.00  has  been  sent  to  City  Collector. 
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Shoes  made  by  the  Shoe-shop  for  boys  at  the  Insti¬ 
tution  ........  $959  85 

Printing  done  by  the  Printing  Office  for  the  Institu¬ 
tion  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  123  75 


Making  an  additional  income  from  Industries  of  .  $1,083  60 


TABLE  NO.  2  G. 


Expenses  for  Parental  School. 

Salaries  : 

Superintendent  ....  $2,000  00 
Officers  and  Matrons  .  .  .  16,320  46 

Teachers  .  .  .  .  .  10,306  00 


Food  and  ice  ...... 

Fuel  and  lights  ....... 

Repairs  and  improvements  .  .  .  .  . 

Clothing  and  bedding  ...... 

Furniture  and  utensils  .  .  .  .  . 

Agricultural  supplies  ...... 

School  and  library  supplies  . 

Soap  and  laundry  supplies  .  .  .  .  . 

Medical  care  and  supplies  . 

Printing,  stationery  and  postage  .  .  .  . 

Sundries  (including  entertainment  of  inmates, 
transportation,  freight  and  telephone)  . 
Taxes  and  Rent  of  Helen  Cheever  Cottage 
Insurance  on  Boilers  ...... 


Estimated  proportion  of  office  expenses 
Amount  due  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  for  shoes 
Amount  due  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  for  printing, 


Laundry  work  done  for  the  Suffolk 

School . $2,003  27 

Cash  received  for  Board,  etc.  .  .  *  120  00 


Total  cost  ...... 

Amount  expended  on  Helen  Cheever  Cottage,  for 
.  girls . 

Total  net  cost  ...... 


$28,626 

46 

12;  703 

45 

7,990 

04 

3,637 

44 

1,498 

58 

2,151 

07 

1,722 

74 

685 

72 

675 

19 

582 

09 

243 

21 

581 

12 

317 

91 

200 

00 

$61,615 

02 

550 

00 

1,387 

75 

92 

00 

$63,644 

77 

*  2,123 

27 

$61,521 

50 

1,388 

03 

$60,133 

47 

*  Of  this  amount  $120.00  was  sent  to  City  Collector. 
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Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  248  boys  and 

3  girls  at  the  Parental  School  during  the  year,  $239  57 

Per  capita  expense  of  an  average  of  248  boys  and 

3  girls  at  the  Parental  School  per  week  .  $4  60 


Laundry  work  was  done  for  the  officers  and  inmates 
of  the  Parental  School,  making  an  additional 
income  of  ......  $4,975  34 


TABLE  NO.  3. 

Inventory ,  and  Appraisal  of  Real  and  Personal  Estate , 

January  31,  1908. 

Office  of  the  Trustees  and  Placing-Out  Division. 


Furniture,  etc. 

Stationery  and  office  supplies 
Clothing  and  dry  goods 


$1,000  00 
300  00 
2,749  82 


Total 


$4,049  82 


Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  Rainsford  Island. 


Land  ......  $20,000  00 

Buildings  .....  43,000  00 


$63,000 

00 

Agricultural  department,  equipment  and  supplies  . 

2,117 

92 

Bedding,  clothing  and  dry  goods  .... 

3,180 

68 

Books  and  stationery  ...... 

85 

00 

Carpenter  shop,  equipment  and  supplies 

248 

50 

Chapel  furnishings  ...... 

640 

00 

Ooul  «•••••••• 

4,325 

00 

Disinfectants  and  soap  ..... 

75 

90 

Engineering  department,  tools  and  supplies  . 

160 

91 

Fire  equipment  ....... 

453 

90 

Groceries  and  provisions  .  .  *  . 

302 

95 

Household  goods  and  furniture  .... 

3,186 

88 

Life-boat  equipment  ...... 

100 

00 

Medical  and  surgical  supplies  .... 

50 

00 

Oil  ••••••••• 

50 

70 

Printing  department,  equipment  and  supplies 

2,385 

00 

School  equipment  and  supplies  .... 

-  1,046 

20 

Shoemaking  department,  equipment  and  supplies  . 

5,557 

50 

Sloyd  equipment  and  supplies  .... 

537 

33 

Total . $87,504  37 
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Parental  School,  West  Roxbury. 


Land  ..... 

• 

• 

.  $52,500 

00 

Buildings  .... 

• 

• 

.  195,000 

00 

Furniture  and  household  goods 

• 

• 

6,400 

00 

Clothing,  bedding  and  dry  goods 

• 

• 

3,900 

00 

Soap  and  laundry  equipment  and  supplies 

650 

00 

Stationery  and  books  (office) 

• 

• 

50 

00 

Library  books 

• 

• 

160 

00 

School  equipment  and  supplies 

• 

• 

1,100 

00 

Agricultural  department,  stock, 

wagons,  carnages 

and  supplies 

• 

• 

1,400 

00 

Farm  products 

• 

• 

100 

00 

Flour,  groceries,  etc.  . 

• 

• 

700 

00 

Coal  .  .  .  .  ' 

• 

• 

1,950 

00 

Wood . 

• 

• 

40 

00 

Oils  ..... 

• 

• 

20 

00 

Fire  equipment  . 

• 

• 

500 

00 

Engineering  department,  tools  and  supplies 

260 

00 

Total 

• 

• 

• 

.  $264,730 

00 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  SUFFOLK  SCHOOL 

FOR  BOYS. 


TABLE  NO.  4. 

Showing  the  Number  Committed  to  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  1907 ,  and  their  Offences ,  all  Sentences  being  for 
Minority. 


Offences  agrinst  property : 


Breaking  and  entering . 

4 

Breaking,  entering  and  larceny 

19 

Breaking  glass . 

1 

Forgery  . 

1 

Larceny . 

34 

Larceny  from  person . 

4 

Larceny  from  the  realty . 

4 

Maliciously  injuring  personal  property  . 

1 

Unlawfully  appropriating  a  horse  and  wagon 

1 

— 

Percent. 

69 

49.64 

Offences  against  the  person : 

* 

Assault  and  battery . 

2 

1.44 

Other  offences : 

Being  a  vagrant . 

1 

.72 

Exposing  his  person  in  a  public  place  . 

1 

.72 

Stealing  a  ride . 

1 

.72 

Committed  as  delinquent  children  . 

30 

21.58 

Committed  as  stubborn  children 

23 

16.55 

Returned  from  probation  by  Trustees  . 

12 

8.63 

139 


Commitments ,  Discharges ,  arid  Number  of  Inmates  during  the  last  Ten  Years . 


City  Document  No.  10 


« 


rs 

o 

05 

05 

wO 

o 

Ol 

co 

wo 

rH 

4 

r- 4 

r— t 

04 

rH 

TH 

<o 

o 

H* 

Hi 

H* 

o 

© 

© 

-PH 

CO 

oo 

H* 

04 

04 

rH 

04 

tH 

-  r-4 

m 

oo 

wO 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

05 

H* 

00 

CO 

■PH 

i-^ 

04 

t—4 

i— t 

1— 4 

04 

Hi 

00 

© 

CO 

00 

T— 4 

CO 

H* 

O' 

r— 4 

04 

T— 4 

05 

05 

CO 

b- 

r4 

o 

i— 4 

00 

o 

h* 

CO 

O' 

r-4 

04 

T— 4 

o» 

H* 

CO 

b* 

05 

© 

r-4 

o 

r— 4 

05 

1—4 

o» 

H 

t“4 

04 

T— t 

■PH 

oo 

C5 

tP 

o 

04 

•l 

o 

oo 

00 

f- 

CO 

o* 

. 

r*4 

1—4 

© 

*o 

br 

o» 

H+ 

00 

o 

co 

o 

■r£t 

wO 

oo 

O' 

■PH 

i— 4 

l-H 

04 

rH 

O' 

CO 

CO 

CO 

rH 

wO 

04 

O' 

r— (■ 

WO 

CO 

t-4 

oo 

pH 

1— 4 

r-4 

04 

rH 

tH 

X 

CO 

CO 

wO 

CO 

> 

O' 

WO 

04 

00 

Hi 

1—4 

X 

r- 4 

T— 1 

04 

rH 

r—t 

go 

* 

• 

«■*  • 

♦ 

>> 

o 

04 

o 

•rH 

O 

r— t 

4-3 

•J3 

05 

1— 4  00 

Ph 

• 

• 

*43 

o 

* 

o 

co 

^  055 

a 

r-4  r“( 

t— 1 

O 

§2 

a 

* 

♦ 

• 

a 

rr 

43 

05  tC 

o 

05 

• 

O 

P  , 

rH 

• 

rH 

a 

0j 

• 

«*H 

o 

o 

o  ~ 

» 

a) 

r— 1  rH 

O  S 

>> 

A 

o 

a 

© 

CO 

05 

r-t  O 

05 

O  «t-t  TJ 

CO  °  £ 

'C 

a 

be 

o 

o 

,a 

rH 

OS  i© 

• 

cd  bC 

S3 

p— 

•rH 

1 

bC 

(— t 

Ph 

a 

r-i 

a 

a: 

00  o 

rH  0*i 

• 

^  a 

rH 

s 

o 

•*-H 

s 

H 

o 

cc 

•rH 

a 

rH 

*h  *H 

,rH  of. 

a 

rO 

rO 

c 

CO  (3 

?H 

Ph 

pH 

u 

05 

05  rQ 

© 

a 

a 

a 

>>i-4 

rn 

,Q 

o 

rQ 

a  ^ 

35  4J 
« 

a 

a 

a 

s 

a 

a 

£ 

a 

a 

£ 

a 

a 

a  r 

a  co 
a  o 
a  os 

CO 

>> 

a 

£ 

a 

i— H  ci 

,  , 

■  1 

r  < 

i 

>"0  i—4 

Cw 

c3 

a 

a 

a 

-4-J 

4-3 

+j 

a 

O 

o 

O 

o 

o 

E3 

H 

H 

Eh 

Eh 

H 

P5 

Actual  number  in  Institution  January  31,  1899, 

1900,  1901,  1902,  1903,  1904,  1905, 

1906,  1907,  1908  .  126  123  88  112  119  131  148  160  120  145 


TABLE  NO.  5. 

Showing  the  Number  Released  on  Probation  from  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  during  1907 ,  and  their  Condition  at  the 

of  the  Year;  also  the  Number  Discharged  from  Suffolk  School  for  Boys. 
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TABLE  NO.  6. 


Showing  Number  of  Boys  Committed  to  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys 
during  the  past  Year  from  each  of  the  Court  Districts  of  the  City. 


Juvenile 

38 

Roxbury 

30 

South  Boston 

16 

East  Boston  . 

10 

Charlestown  . 

7 

Dorchester 

♦  m 

6 

West  Roxbury 

6 

Brighton 

6 

Chelsea 

5 

Superior 

3 

127 

Returned  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

•  • 

Total . 139 


TABLE  NO.  7. 

Showing  Nativity ,  and  Nativity  of  Father ,  of  Boys  Committed  to  the 
Suffolk  School  for  Boys  during  the  year  1907. 


Nativity. 

Percent. 

Nativity 
of  Father. 

Percent. 

Boston . . . . 

85 

61.15 

19 

13.64 

Elsewhere  in  Massachu- 
setts . 

21 

15.11 

8 

5.76 

Elsewhere  in  United 
States . 

9 

6.47 

13 

9.36 

Foreign  born . 

24 

17.27 

86 

61.88 

Unknown . 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

13 

9.36 

Total . 

139 

100.00 

139 

100.00 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  8. 

Showing  by  Months  the  Number  Committed  to  the  Suffolk  School 
for  Boy 8  during  the  Year  1907. 


February 

13 

September  . 

6 

March  . 

7 

October 

13 

April  . 

8 

November 

.  .  6 

May 

12 

December 

4 

June 

.  18 

January 

10 

July 

26 

August  . 

16 

Total 

.  139 

Average  attendance  in  Institution 

142.38 

Largest  number  in  Institution  during  year  . 

162 

Smallest  number  in  Institution  during  year 

116 

TABLE  NO.  9. 

Shouting  Age  of  Boys  at  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  at  Commitment  and 
at  Release  on  Probation  during  the  Year  1907. 


Age. 

Number 

Committed. 

Percent. 

Number 
Released  on 
Probation. 

Percent. 

9 . 

1 

.72 

10 . . 

4 

2.88 

2 

1.78 

11 . 

9 

6.46 

1 

.89 

12 . 

12 

8.63 

5 

4.47 

13 . 

10 

7.19 

10 

8.93 

14 . . . 

23 

16.55 

14 

12.50 

15 . 

46 

33.10 

18 

16.07 

16 . 

32 

23.03 

37 

33.04 

17 . 

2 

1.44 

20 

17.86 

18 . 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

4 

3.57 

19 . 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

1 

.89 

Totals . 

139 

•  •  •  • 

112 

Average  age . 

14.24 

•  •  •  • 

15.27 
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TABLE  NO.  10. 


Showing  Length  of  Time  in  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  of  Boys 
Discharged  and  Released  during  the  Year  1907. 


2  months . .  *  1 

4  “  1 

6  “  .  6 

7  “  .  *  8' 

8  “  .  11 

9  “  10 

10  “  .  8 

11  “  5 

1  year  .  9 

1  u  1  month  .  7 

1  “  2  “  5 

1  “  3  “  6  \ 

1  “  4  “  2 

1  “  5  “  4 

1  “  6  “  3 


1  year  7  months .  3 

1  “  10  “  .  1 

2  years  .  1 

2  “  1  month .  1 

2  “  3  “  2 

2  “  4  “  1 

2  “  5  “  6 

2  “  6  “  3 

2  “  8  “  .  1 

2  “  9  “  3 

«  • 

2  «  11  «  .  1 

3  years .  1 

4  “  .  1 

4  “  1  month .  1 

4  u  2  months  .  2 


*  Of  these,  one  was  transferred  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  11. 


Showing  for  1907  the  Average  Number  of  Inmates ,  etc. 


Average  number  of  inmates  . 

Number  of  new  commitments  . 

Number  returned  for  any  cause  .  .  .  .  . 

Number  placed  on  probation  .  .  .  .  . 

Discharged  by  transfer  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory, 


142.38 

127 

14 

112 

2 


Average  time  by  months  spent  in  the  Suffolk  School 

for  Boys  by  all  boys  released  or  discharged  .  15.76 


Average  time  by  months  spent  in  the  Suffolk  School 

for  Boys  by  all  boys  released  on  probation  .  15.96 


TABLE  NO.  12. 


Showing  Conditions  and  Conduct  at  end  of  Year  1907  of  all  Boys 
on  Probation  outside  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys1  subject  to  the 
Control  of  the  Trustees. 


- 

1 

'  On  Probation. 

[  At  home. 

|  » 

On  Probation. 

On  indenture 
and  boarding. 

On  Probation. 
Working  inde¬ 
pendently. 

All  boys  on 
probation. 

! 

1 

Doing  well  . 

88 

17 

1 

106 

Percent. 

44.92 

Conduct  fair  . 

68  • 

6 

•  • 

74 

31.36 

Conduct  unsatisfactory  .  .  . 

32 

3 

4 

39 

16.52 

Have  been  in  other  penal 
institutions . 

14 

1 

1 

16 

6.78 

Whereabouts  and  conditions 
unknown  . 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

.42 

Total . 

203 

27 

6 

236 

100.00 
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TABLE  NO.  13. 


Showing  Status  of  all  Boys  under  Twenty -one  whose  Names  were 
on  the  Books  of  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  from  May  1 ,  1895 , 
to  January  31,  1908. 


In  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys 


145 


Released  from  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys,  but 

STILL  SUBJECT  TO  THE  CONTROL  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 


At  home  (working) .  185 

At  home  (attending  school)  . .  16 

Boarding  .  4 

Indentured  (working)  .  21 

Working  independently .  6 

In  penal  institutions  other  than  the  Massachusetts 

Reformatory  . 2 

Hospital  for  Epileptics .  1 

Lost  sight  of  .  1 

-  236 


Discharged  from  the  care  of  this  Department. 


Released  to  go  out  of  State .  57 

In  United  States  Army .  24 

In  United  States  Navy  and  Marine  Corps .  56 

Committed  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory  this  year,  27 
Committed  to  Massachusetts  Reformatory,  former 

years .  90 

Discharged  to  Massachusetts  State  Prison .  1 

“  to  parents  as  unfit  subjects  .  2 

u  to  Lyman  School  .  2 

“  to  Parental  School .  1 

•“  to  Insane  Hospital  .  1 

“  to  School  for  Feeble-Minded .  2 

“  to  Home  for  Destitute  Catholic  Chil¬ 
dren  . .  2 

“  to  Pauper  Department .  1 

u  on  account  of  error  in  commitment  ...  2 

“  on  decision  of  corporation  counsel* .  1 

u  on  writ  of  habeas  corpus  .  * .  2 

“  by  order  of  Trustees .  28 

Fine  cases  discharged  at  expiration  of  sentence  or 

on  payment  of  fine,  previously .  199 

Discharged  on  arriving  at  age  of  twenty-one .  271 

Died .  26 


795 


Names  occurring  more  than  once  on  the  Records. 

Returned  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  this  year .  12 

Returned  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  previously ....  124 

Recommitted  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  by  courts 

this  year . .  2 

Recommitted  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  by  courts 

previously .  24 

—  162 


Total 


1,338 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  14. 

Showing  Occupation  of  Boys  Outside  of  the  Suffolk  School  for  Boys 
( subject  to  the  control  of  the  Trustees )  having  Regular  Employ¬ 
ment  at  end  of  Year  January  31 ,  1908. 

Employed  in  Trades  : 

Bakers  ........  2 

Barber  ........  1 

Blacksmiths  .......  1 

Carpenters  .......  1 

Confectioners .......  1 

Cooper  ........  1 

Coppersmith  .......  2 

Electrician  .......  1 

Gasfitter  .......  1 

Machinists  .  .  .  .  .  .  .10 

Mason  ........  1 

Moulder  .......  1 

Painters ........  2 

Paper  hanger .......  1 

Plumbers  .......  4 

Printers ........  14 

Roofer  .  .  .  .  x .  .  .  .  1 

Tailors  ........  6 

—  51 

Employed  in  Factories  : 

Shoe  shops  .......  13 

Factories  (other  than  shoe-shops)  .  .  .19 

—  32 

Employed  in  stores,  markets,  etc.  ...  22 

Brakeman  ........  1 

Bookkeepers  ........  1 

Bootblacks  ........  2 

Elevator  and  bell-boys  ......  3 

Express  teams  .......  8 

Farmers  ........  13 

Hostlers  .  -  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Laborers  ........  6 

Laundry  ........  2 

Longshoremen  .......  5 

Messenger  boys  .......  4 

Office  boys  ........  4 

Peddlers  ........  9 

Restaurant  ........  5 

Sailors  .........  4 

Teamsters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .11 

Woodyard  ........  4 

—  107 

Total  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .190 
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TABLE  NO.  15. 


Agricultural  Products  raised  during  the  Year  ending  January  31 , 
1908 ,  and  List  of  Live  Stock  on  Hand. 


Milk 

Hen’s  eggs 
Duck  eggs 
Dressed  pork  . 
Dressed  beef  . 
Dressed  fowl  . 
Apples  . 

Beans  (shell) 
Beans  (string) 
Beets 

Beet  greens 
Cabbage  . 
Carrots  . 
Cauliflower 
Celery 

Corn  (green)  . 
Cucumbers 
Currants 
Gooseberries  . 
Lettuce  . 
Onions  (bunch) 
Parsley  . 
Parsnips  . 

Peas  (green)  . 
Pumpkins 
Radishes  . 
Rhubarb  . 
Spinach  . 
Strawberries 
Swiss  chard 
Squash  . 
Tomatoes 
Turnips  . 


Sold. 

1  Cow  hide  .... 

1  Veal  hide  .... 


4,776  gallons 
364  dozen 

27  “ 
3,156  pounds 

564  “ 

123  “ 

37  bushels 
12  “ 

21  “ 

32  “ 

28  “ 
717  heads 

26  bushels 
211  heads 
934  bunches 
2,976  ears 
6  bushels 
17  quarts 
43  “ 

1,407  heads 
168  bunches 
170  “ 

5  bushels 
13  “ 

100  pounds 
200  bunches 
392  pounds 
66  bushels 
103  quarts 
39  bushels 
2,153  pounds 
35  bushels 
47  “ 


$2  90 
1  75 


Live  Stock  on  Hand. 


2  horses, 
5  cows, 
23  boss. 


11  pigs, 
116  fowls. 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  PARENTAL  SCHOOL 


TABLE  NO.  16. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Boys  in  the  School  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Year ,  together  with  the  Number  Committed ,  Discharged ,  Released 
on  Probation ,  Returned  from  Probation ,  and  Recommitted  during 
the  Year  ending  January  311  19 OS. 


Number  in 
School. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Released  on 
Probation. 

Returned 

from 

Probation. 

Died. 

Recommitted. 

First 

time. 

Second 

time. 

Third 

time. 

Feb.,  1907-. 

233 

144 

16 

206 

85 

0 

83 

4 

3 

TABLE  NO.  17. 


Showing  Nativity  of  Boys  Committed  during  the  Year. 


Number. 

Percent. 

Roston . 

183 

79  91 

Elsewhere  in  Massachusetts  . 

22 

9.61 

Elsewhere  in  United  States  . 

13 

5.68 

Foreign  born . 

11 

4.80 

Total . 

229 

100.00 
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TABLE  NO.  18. 


Nativity  of  Parents  of  Boys  Committed  during  the  Year. 


• 

Number. 

Percent. 

Both  parents  born  in  United  States . 

39 

17.03 

u  “  Ireland . 

65 

28.39 

“  u  Russia . 

10 

4.37 

u  u  Italy  . 

14 

6.11 

u  u  Canada  . 

9 

3.93 

“  “  some  other  foreign 

country . 

13 

5.68 

One  parent  native  born . 

39 

17.03 

Both  parents  foreign  born,  but  of  different 

nationalities  . 

20 

8.73 

One  parent  native  born  and  one  unknown . . 

6 

2.62 

One  parent  foreign  born  and  one  unknown . . 

5 

2.18 

Boys  whose  parents’  nativity  was  unknown . . 

9 

3.93 

Total . 

229 

100.00 

TABLE  NO.  18  A. 

Showing  Parental  Relations  of  Boys  Committed  during  the  Year. 


N  UMBER. 

Percent. 

Both  parents  living . 

142 

62.01 

Father  only  living . 

25 

10.92 

Had  stepmother  . 

8 

3.49 

Mother  only  living  . 

38 

16.60 

Had  stepfather . 

8 

3.49 

Both  parents  dead . 

8 

3.49 

Total . 

229 

100.00 

Children’s  Institutions  Department.  59 

TABLE  NO.  18  B. 

Shoiving  Number  of  Boys  Committed  during  the  Year  who 
belonged  — 


Group. 

Number. 

To  eldest  child  group . 

53 

To  youngest  child  group . 

32 

To  onlv  child  eroun . 

15 

Total . 

100 

TABLE  NO.  19. 

Showing  Age  of  Boys  at  Commitment  for  Year  ending 

January  31,.  1908. 


Age. 

Number. 

Percent. 

7  vears . 

0  . 

0. 

8  «  . 

4 

1  75 

9  a  . 

13 

5  68 

in  “  . 

37 

16.15 

11  “  . 

41 

17  90 

12  “  . 

61 

26.64 

13  “  . 

52 

22.71 

14  “  . 

15 

6.55 

15  “  . 

6 

2.62 

Total . 

229 

100.00 

Average  age  :  11  years,  7  months,  23  days. 
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TABLE  NO.  20. 


Showing  the  Number  of  Boys  Committed  (and  Returned  from 
Probation )  from  each  of  the  Court  Districts  for  the  Year. 

• 

Number. 

Percent. 

Central . 

25 

10  92 

Juvenile  (Central) . 

49 

21.40 

South  Boston . 

29 

12.66 

Roxhurv . 

56 

24.45 

Dorchester . 

25 

10.92 

East  Boston . 

17 

7.42 

Charlestown . 

18 

7.86 

West  Roxbury . 

10 

4.37 

Total . 

229 

100.00 

TABLE  NO.  21. 

Showing  Average  Attendance  and  number  Committed ,  Discharged , 
Released  on  Probation ,  Returned  from  Pi'obation ,  and  the  Deaths , 
6t/  Months. 


• 

Committed. 

Returned 

from 

Probation. 

Discharged. 

Released  on 
Probation. 

Died. 

Average 

Attendance. 

February  . 

21 

5 

1 

20 

240.43 

March . 

7 

5 

1 

17 

234.71 

April . 

11 

10 

1 

7 

235.00 

May . 

31 

15 

1 

19 

257.84 

June . 

15 

7 

1 

7 

283.77 

July . 

3 

2 

28 

266.19 

August . 

5 

•  • 

12 

254.84 

September . 

•  • 

4 

1 

24 

237.23 

October . 

24 

13 

2 

11 

245.19 

November . 

21 

9 

2 

19 

260.17 

December . 

5 

5 

2 

28 

256.87 

January,  1908  . 

9 

4 

2 

14 

241.69 

Total  . 

144 

85 

16 

206 

•  • 

251.16 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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TABLE  NO.  22. 

Showing  Length  of  Time  Spent  in  Parental  School  by  Boys  Discharged 
and  Released  during  the  Year  ending  January  52,  1908. 


One  month  or 

less . 

5 

Brought  forward . 

128 

Two  months 

or  less . 

2 

Fourteen  months  or  less  -  •  • 

12 

Three 

u 

u 

2 

Fifteen  “ 

u 

9 

Four 

u 

a 

2 

Sixteen  “ 

u 

11 

Five 

u 

u 

2 

Seventeen  “ 

u 

11 

Six 

u 

u 

1 

Eighteen  u 

u 

7 

Seven 

n 

u 

8 

Nineteen  “ 

a 

12 

Eight 

u 

u 

17 

Twenty  u 

u 

2 

Nine 

u 

u 

24 

Twenty-one  months  or  less, 

2 

Ten 

u 

u 

17 

Twenty-two 

u  u 

1 

Eleven 

u 

u 

22 

Twenty-three 

a  u 

2 

Twelve 

u 

u 

11 

Twenty -four 

a  u 

4 

Thirteen  months  or  less .... 

15 

More  than  twenty- four 

months . 

21 

rVirWi)/?  fnmnnvrl  . 

128 

Total . 

222 

Average  time  spent  in  the  Parental  School  by  boys  discharged 
and  released  during  the  year:  13  months,  5  days. 
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TABLE  NO.  23. 


Agricultural  Products  raised  during  Year  ending  January  31, 
1908 ,  and  List  of  Live  Stock  on  Hand. 


Apples  .... 

Asparagus 

Beans  (shelled) 

Beans  (string) 

Beets  .... 

Beet  greens 

Cabbages  .  .  . 

Carrots  .... 
Cauliflower 

Celery  .... 

Corn  (green)  . 

Cucumbers 

Currants 

Chickens  and  fowls  (dressed) 
Eggs  .... 

Hay  .... 
Lettuce  .... 
Onions  (dry)  . 

Onions  (bunch) 

Parsnips 

Peas 

Pork  .... 

Potatoes 

Pullets  raised  . 

Pumpkins 

Radishes 

Raspberries 

Rhubarb 

Spinach  .... 
Strawberries  . 

Squash  .... 
Tomatoes 

Turnips  .... 


75  bushels 
65  bunches 
6  bushels 
83  “ 

31  “ 

3  bushels 
2,418  heads 

60  bushels 
18  heads 
1,300  “ 

595  dozen 
6'2  bushels 
1 7  quarts 
588  pounds 
1,034  dozen 

4  tons 
2,358  heads 

29  bushels 
360  bunches 
22  bushels 
52  “ 

1,900  pounds 
40  bushels 
65 


100  pounds 
710  bunches 
14  quarts 
510  pounds 
9  bushels 
551  quarts 
1,080  pounds 
106  bushels 
18  “ 


Live  Stock  on  Hand. 


4  horses 


195  fowl 


Children’s  Institutions  Department. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  PLACING-OUT  DIVISION. 


TABLE  NO.  24. 

Total  Number  of  Investigations  during  the  Year . 


Number. 

Percent. 

For  admission  . 

600 

33.53 

Miscellaneous  . 

450 

25.16 

Of  boarding  homes  . 

87 

4.82 

Of  free  homes  . 

116 

6.48 

For  release  from  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  (to 

parents’  homes) . 

141 

7.89 

For  release  from  Parental  School  on  pro- 

• 

bation  (to  parents’  homes)  . 

234 

13.09 

For  release  from  Plaoine’-Out  Division . 

101 

5  66 

For  adoption  and  guardianship . 

5 

.29 

For  return  to  Suffolk  School  for  Boys  from 

probation  . 

55 

3.08 

Total . 

1,789 

100.00 
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TABLE  NO.  26. 

Number  of  Dependent  and  Neglected  Children  Admitted  to  the  Care 

of  the  Department  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Dependent  Children . 

101 

89 

190 

Neglected  Children . 

15 

17 

32 

Total . 

116 

106 

* 

222 

TABLE  NO.  27. 

Nativity ,  Parent  Nativity  (Father),  and  Race  of  Children  Received 

during  the  Year 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1907. 

Percent. 

1907. 

Percent. 

Native  born . 

187 

98.42 

32 

100.00 

Foreign  born . 

3 

1.58 

Total . 

190 

100.00 

32 

100.00 

White . 

186 

97.89 

31 

96.90 

Colored . 

4 

2.11 

1 

3.10 

Nativity  of  Father. 

Native  born . 

48 

25.26 

21 

65.62 

Canada  and  Provinces  . . 

37 

19.48 

5 

15.63 

Foreign  born . 

95 

50.00 

6 

18.75 

Unknown  . 

10 

5.26 

Total . 

190 

100.00 

32 

100.00 
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TABLE  NO.  28. 

Domestic  Condition  of  Children  Admitted  during  the  Year. 


Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1907. 

Percent. 

1907. 

Percent. 

Had  both  parents  . 

r 

79 

41.58 

23 

71.88 

No  parents . 

17 

8.94 

Father  only . 

22 

11.58 

6 

18.75 

Mother  only . 

53 

27.90 

1 

3.12 

Illegitimate . 

19 

10.00 

2 

6.25 

Total . 

190 

100.00 

32 

100.00 

Step-father  . 

2 

Step-mother . 

2 

1 

Father  sick  or  disabled, 

11 

4 

Mother  sick  or  disabled, 

49 

13 

Both  parents  sick  or 

disabled . 

2 

3 

Head  of  family  out  of 

employment  . 

26 

12 

Intemperate  father . 

37 

7 

Intemperate  mother  .... 

20 

2 

Both  parents  intemper- 

ate  . 

2 

7 

Parents  separated  . 

51 

15 

Members  of  family  had 

been  arrested . 

30 

14 

Parents  known  to  have 

received  charitable  aid, 

102 

28 

Applications  for  Release ,  to  Parents  or  Friends ,  Received  and  Investigated  during  the  Year. 
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TABLE  NO.  31. 

Children  Discharged  during  the  Year  1907 . 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  Indenture  . 

52 

31 

83 

From  Boarding  . 

33 

32 

65 

From  other  Institutions  . . 

41 

28 

69 

Total . 

128 

92 

217 

TABLE  NO.  32. 

Discharged  from  Indenture  during  the  Year  1907. 


Boys. 

Girls, 

Total. 

Arrived  at  age . 

13 

6 

19 

% 

Discharged  to  friends  and  relatives . 

7 

11 

18 

Adopted  . 

2 

3 

5 

Died  . . . 

1 

1 

Enlisted  in  United  States  army  or  navy, 

3 

*  • 

3 

Guardian . 

•  • 

2 

2 

Absconded . 

Self-supporting . 

27 

5  - 

32 

Married . 

•  » 

3 

3 

State  care . 

Total . 

52 

31 

83 

TO 
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TABLE  NO.  33. 

Applications  for  Children  to  Board  or  on  Indenture. 


Boarding. 

On  Indenture. 

Total  received . 

151 

255 

Approved  . 

71 

99 

Disapproved . 

16 

17 

• 

Filled  . 

36 

70 

Unfilled  (on  hand)  . 

91 

157 

Withdrawn  . 

8 

11 

TABLE  NO.  34. 

Transfers  during  the  Year. 


Bovs . 

178 

248 

Girls . 

Total  . 

426 

TABLE  NO.  35. 

Transfers  of  Indentured  Children  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  indenture  to  indenture . 

43 

99 

142 

From  indenture  to  boarding . 

5 

18 

23 

Total . 

48 

117 

165 

Children’s  Institutions  Department. 


71 


TABLE  NO.  36. 

Indentured  for  first  time  during  the  Year. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

From  office . 

1 

3 

4 

From  boarding  homes . 

20 

31 

51 

Total  . 

21 

34 

55 

TABLE  NO.  37. 


Ages  of  Children  Indentured  (for  first  time )  during  the  Year. 


Age. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

Dependent. 

Neglected. 

1  year  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

3 

2  years  .... 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

3  ■  “  ..... 

4  “  .... 

5  “  .... 

6  “  .... 

1 

•  • 

2 

•  • 

3 

7  «  .... 

8  “  .... 

9  “  .... 

2 

•  • 

1 

1 

4 

10  “  .... 

1 

•  • 

2 

3 

6 

11  «  .... 

3 

•  • 

3 

•  • 

6 

12  “  .... 

3 

2 

6 

2 

13 

13  “■.... 

2 

2  • 

5 

2 

11 

14  “  .... 

15  “  .... 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

16  “  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

1 

3 

17  «  .... 

18  “  .... 

19  “  .... 

2 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

2 

20  “  .... 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

Total  .... 

16 

5 

24 

10 

55 
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TABLE  NO.  39. 

Shounng  the  Number  of  Children  in  each  Home  at  close  of 

the  Year  1907. 


• 

Boarding 

Homes. 

Free  Homes. 

Children 

Unrelated. 

Children 

Related. 

Total. 

Children 

Unrelated. 

Children 

Related. 

Total. 

Number  of  homes  with 

one  child . 

80 

•  • 

80 

294 

•  • 

294 

ii 

ii 

two  children . 

28 

38 

66 

3 

2 

5 

<4 

ii 

three  “  . 

31 

11 

42 

it 

it 

four  “  . 

10 

2 

12 

1 

•  • 

1 

it 

it 

five  “  . 

1 

«  • 

1 

ii 

it 

more  than  five  chil- 

dren . 

5 

•  • 

6 

TABLE  NO.  40. 

Schooling  of  Placed- Out  Children  during  the  Year  1907. 


Boarded. 

Indentured. 

Total. 

Children  Attending  School. 

Of  age  (5-15) . 

278 

116 

394 

Over  school  age . 

5 

11 

16 

Children  not  Attending  School. 

Over  school  age . 

11 

175 

186 

Under  school  age  . 

128 

6 

134 

Mentally  unfit . 

Physically  unfit  . 

7 

•  • 

7 

Studies  at  homes  . . . 

Total . 

429 

308 

737 
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TABLE  NO.  41. 

Average  Number  of  Visits  made  to  Dependent  and  Neglected 

Children  during  the  Year  1907. 

Total  number  of  children  subject  to  visits  (dependent 

and  neglected)  .......  737 

Total  number  of  visits  made  .....  3,444 

Average  number  of  visits  to  each  child  .  .  .  4  4- 


TABLE  NO.  42. 

Distribution  of  Children  on  the  Rolls  of  this  Department  in  the 

Care  of  other  Institutions. 


Massachusetts  School  for  the  Feeble-Minded  .  .  114 

Hospital  Cottages  for  Children  .  .  .  .  .  22 

Massachusetts  Hospital  for  Epileptics  .  .  .  .  14 

Massachusetts  State  Sanatorium  .....  3 

Free  Hospital  for  Consumptives,  Quincy  Street, 

Dorchester  ........  1 

School  for  the  Deaf,  Hartford,  Conn.  ....  2 

Stanwood  School,  Topsfield,  Mass.  ....  1 

Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  ....  3 

House  of  Good  Shepherd,  Boston  ....  2 

Long  Island  Hospital  .......  6 

Carney  Hospital  ........  1 

Children’s  Hospital  .......  1 

Massachusetts  Charitable  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  .  1 

Working  Boy’s  Home  .......  1 


172 


Total 


Deaths  that  have  Occurred  in  the  Placing- Out  Division  during  the  Year . 
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